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(54) Gamma camera system 

(57) An improved gamma camera system compris- 
es a circuit for performing digital dynamic compression 
wherein the circuit is readily modifiable to accept differ- 
ent compression procedures and the input and output 
signals are in digital form. The system further includes 
a photomultiplier tube (PMT) channel amplification inte- 
gration circuit having multiple separate and independ- 
ently triggerable integrators. In addition, the system 
comprises circuitry for generating spatially variant pho- 
tomultiplier cluster based on a peak photomultiplier and 
for generating spatially variant weights for photomulti- 
pliers of the cluster depending on a cluster type signal. 
Further, the system includes a system for correcting and 
maintaining the baseline offset signal value of a PMT 
channel of a scintillation detector at a predetermined 



value. The connection system utilizes an event driven 
mode wherein the correction is performed based on de* 
tected gamma interactions and a second mode, soft- 
ware driven conrection, wherein false triggers are insert- 
ed into the processing logic to initiate sampling of the 
baseline offset signal value and "simulate" gamma in- 
teractions. The system further comprises an automatic 
gain calibration system for PMTs operable during peri- 
ods when a collimator is installed to the scintillation de- 
tector. The system calibrates PMTs located along the 
periphery of the detector having surfaces that are par- 
tially or totally obscured by the solid lead edge regions 
of the installed collimator and adjusts the preamplifica- 
tion gain associated with each channel to maintain the 
effective gain of each PMT in response to long term var- 
iations in the characteristic gain of each PMT. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 (1 ) Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of nuclear medicine systems. Specifically, the present invention 
relates to signal processing of signals from a scintillation detector within a gamma camera system. 

10 (2) Prior Art 

[0002] Gamma (e.g., Anger) cameras include a scintillation detector composed generally of well known components, 
including a matrix of photomultiplier tubes (PMTs), a crystal layer, and a lead collimator. Gamma rays (events) that are 
radiated onto the crystal layer through the collimator create scintillations within the crystal layer that are detected by 
15 the PMTs. Each PMT generates a separate response that is called a channel signal. The channel signals output from 
all of the PMTs of the array are coupled to processing logic that computes the spatial coordinate of the gamma event 
as well as the energy associated with the gamma Interaction. The spatial computation process utilizes a group, or 
"cluster", of PMTs that surround a central PMT near which a gamma event occurred. 

[0003] In an amplification circuit stage, each channel of the prior art systems has an associated single integration 
20 unit that integrates the PMT output signal over time in order to obtain an energy reading. The energy response of a 
PMT is known and is a decaying exponential with a time constant of T. After an integration period of 5 time constants, 
5T, substantially all of the usable energy of the scintillation event Is dissipated. During periods when a particular PMT 
does not detect an event. Its output signal is at a baseline voltage level (ideally zero). As more energy is detected by 
the PMT, its signal level rises accordingly. For those channels closest to the event, their signals are larger then the 
25 other PMT channels. 

[0004] One problem with prior art gamma camera systems relates to the computation of spatial coordinates. Spatial 
computation (e.g., centroiding) is performed by linear weighting of the output responses of each PMT channel In a 
PMT cluster according to well known techniques. The coordinate of the gamma event is detemnined by analyzing the 
energy signals of each PMT in the cluster and the total energy of the gamma event using a weighted average. The 

30 spatial computation will be non-linear, however, because the central PMT in the cluster is weighted too much due, in 
part, to the physical characteristics of the PMTs. To counterbalance for this effect, the PMT channel signals are com- 
pressed by a factor that is dependent on their amplitude, which is a technique referred to as "Dynamic Compression". 
In the prior art, dynamic compression was performed utilizing specialized analog circuitry, including break point driver 
circuits composed of diode networks. The break point driver circuits adjust the PMT channel signal differently over 

35 different signal ranges depending on the total energy of the interaction and the signal value being corrected. However, 
this solution is not advantageous because the dynamic compression procedure is implemented in analog hardware 
and is not readily modifiable within the camera system. Further, the prior art break point driver circuits do not offer a 
smooth transition from one signal range to another due to their hardware implementation, but instead correct the PMTs 
response abruptly and nonuniformly near the signal range ti'ansitions. The analog break point driver circuits of the prior 

40 art operate on analog data signals and therefore do not operate on digitized channel signals. Another disadvantage 
of the prior art break point circuits is that they are temperature sensitive, such that their response is not constant over 
operational temperature ranges of the gamma camera system. Therefore, it would be advantageous to provide a dy- 
namic compression table that is readily modifiable, does not have signal range transition nonuniformities, and further 
that can process digital data. 

45 [0005] Another problem with the prior art relates to the fact that, in performing spatial computation, the constitution 
and geometry of the PMT cluster was fixed for all central PMTs. In some systems, the cluster was defined by all PMTs 
having an energy signal over a predetermined threshold amount. Again cluster is fixed by the threshold amount. How- 
ever, because of particular optical and geometric characteristics of the scintillation detector, use of a fixed geometric 
cluster Is not advantageous. For instance, a fixed geometric cluster does not offer variations in the resolution for a 

so gamma event coordinate computation. Also, for central PMTs that lie on the edge or corner of a scintillation detector, 
the fixed geometric cluster is often asymmetrical about the central PMT and this can lead to inaccurate spatial com- 
putations. What is needed, therefore, is a gamma camera system that can define a unique cluster constitution for each 
centi'al PMT (i.e., the PMT having the largest energy response to the gamma event). 

[0006] Furthermore, the weights for X and Y coordinates assigned to each PMT during the centroid computation are 
55 fixed values. However, the PMT contribution to the centroid computation Is not always fixed. Factors such as the crystal 
boundaries, optical interfaces, and PMT photocathode properties can make the PMT contribution different depending 
on the location of the gamma event and the position of the PMT relative to the overall duster configuration. What is 
needed, therefore, is a system that can provide variable X and Y weights for PMTs to permit more accurate centroiding 
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and to reduce demands on correction processing, and to permit a larger field of view of the camera without increasing 
crystal dimensions. 

[0007] Another problem with the prior art relates to the techniques for integrating channel signals and is known as 
pulse "pile-up". Pulse pile up is experienced when scintillation events occur so rapidly in time, that their separation 

5 time drops beneath the 5T period. In effect, a second event occurs during the integration period of a first gamma event. 
In prior art gamma camera systems, when the separation between two gamma events drops beneath a particular value, 
R. then both events are discarded because each event con^pts the other. Therefore, what is needed is a mechanism 
to reduce the unwanted effects of pulse pile up at high count rates. What is further needed Is a system that can provide 
detection and accurate recording of two gamma events that occur within the time period, R, or that occur substantially 

10 simultaneously. 

[0008] Another problem with the prior art relates to the baseline voltage level of PMT channels. In particular, it is 
important that each channel signal have a predictable and reliable baseline voltage value, because channel signals 
will be independently integrated. Within the signal integration circuitry for each channel, there is typically circuitry for 
providing an independent gain for each channel signal. However, due to inherent characteristics of the amplification 

15 circuitry, the channel signal may have DC drift and unwanted signal fluctuations as a result of conditions such as circuit 
temperature, variations in power supply output, and noise. DC drift is undesirable because it will change the integration 
output of the channel signal and thereby decrease the accuracy of the positioning of the scintillation event. What is 
needed, therefore, is a circuit that provides a constant and reliable baseline or offset DC voltage for each channel 
signal. Some existing solutions to this problem utilize high performance and expensive amplifier circuitry with high 

20 tolerance levels. However, such an implementation is not desirable due to cost factors; there may be 55 or more PMTs 
associated with a single scintillation detector. Therefore, what is needed is a cost effective design for maintaining a 
channel signal at a constant and predictable baseline voltage level that prevents the channel signal from being clipped. 
[0009] Another problem with prior art gamma camera systems relates to calibration of the PMTs. Prior to operating 
the gamma camera, the PMTs are calibrated so that each has the same effective gain. The effective gain of a PMT is 

25 the product of the gain Gt associated with that PMT and the gain Gp applied to the PMT's output channel. The char- 
acteristic gain Gt of a particular PMT, however, may deviate over time due to several conditions. This causes the 
effective gains of the individual PMTs to vary independently over time. The characteristic gain Gt of a PMT may vary 
due to release of internal gases of the tube or due to erosion the photocathode of the PMT. Also, cracks within the 
PMT may cause leakage or a decrease in the vacuum of the tube which also will cause deviations in the characteristic 

30 gain due to ion interference within the multiplication process of the tube. Therefore, what is needed is a system for 
providing compensation or calibration to correct for the deviations in the characteristic gain of a particular PMT. 
[0010] Uniformity correction tables or factors are often provided within the signal processing and Image generation 
circuitry of gamma cameras to correct for inherent non-uniformities in the scintillation detectors. These uniformity cor- 
• rection tables are typically generated within the gamma camera system at the manufacturing site after initial calibration 

35 of the detector. The tables can be generated empirically based on the characteristics of a particular scintillation detector. 
The correction factors are typically generated or created based on calibrated PMTs such that the effective gains of the 
PMTs are uniform. Therefore, as the characteristic gains of the PMTs change overtime, the responses of the scintillation 
detector will vary relative to the uniformity correction factors, which remain constant. What is needed Is a system that 
can compensate for such variance so that the scintillation detector maintains the same response over time as when it 

<o was initially calibrated, when the uniformity correction factors were generated. 

[0011] In addition, calibration of the PMTs has required removal of the collimator, which can be burdensome and 
impractical given the large weightof a typical lead collimator. Therefore, what is needed is an automatic gain calibration 
system that can automatically adjust the preamplificatlon gains of a PMT array while the collimator remains installed 
on the scintillation detector. What is further needed is a system as above that allows calibration of the peripheral PMT 

<5 whose center surfaces may be partially covered or totally covered by the solid lead edge regions of the collimator. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



[0012] According to the invention there is provided an apparatus for correcting baseline voltages of channel signals 
in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photomultiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier 
array generates said channel signals, comprising: 

a memory for storing information; 

trigger means for generating a software trigger signal to initiate integration of said channel signals wherein each 
channel signal is integrated to generate an integration result; 

sampling means for sampling each integration result and storing each integration result into a separate location 
of said memory; 

averaging means for averaging data stored in memory and assodated with each photomultiplier to determine an 
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average sample value for each photomultlplier; and 

correction means for correcting a baseline voltage offset value associated with each photomultlplier based on said 
average sample value of each photomultlplier and a constant ideal voltage value. 

5 [0013] Also according to the present invention there is provided an apparatus for correcting baseline voltages of 
channel signals in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photomultlplier array, wherein said 
photomultlplier array generates said channel signals, comprising: 

a memory unit for storing information; 
10 a circuit for generating a software trigger signal to initiate integration of said channel signals wherein each channel 

signal is integrated to generate an integration result; 

a processor for sampling each integration result and storing each integration result Into a separate location of said 
memory unit; 

said processor for averaging data stored in memory and associated with each photomultlplier to determine an 
15 average sample value for each photomultlplier; and 

said processor for correcting a baseline voltage ofteet value associated with each photomultlplier based on said 
average sample value for each photomultlplier and an ideal voltage value. 

[0014] Further according to the present invention there is provided an apparatus for correcting channel signals in a 
20 gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photomultlplier array, wherein said photomultlplier array 
generates channel signals, comprising: 

trigger means responsive to a gamma interaction for initiating integration of said channel signals wherein each 
channel signal is integrated to generate an integration result; 
25 peak detection means for identifying a peak photomultlplier of said photomultlplier array; 

address generation means responsive to said peak photomultlplier for generating a listing of photomultlplier ad- 
dresses that are spatially distant from said peak photomultlplier; 

sampling means for sampling each integration result of channel signals associated with said photomultlplier ad- 
dresses that are spatially distant from said peak photomultlplier and storing each integration result into a separate 
30 location of a memory unit; 

averaging means for averaging data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier to determine an 
average sample value for each photomultlplier; and 

conrectlon means for correcting an offset value associated with each photomultiplier based on said average sample 
value for each photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

35 

[0015] Also further according to the present invention there is provided an apparatus for correcting channel signals 
in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photomultiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier 
array generates channel signals, comprising: 

40 event circuitry for initiating integration of said channel signals in response to a gamma interaction, wherein each 

channel signal is integrated to generate an integration result; 

peak detection circuitry for determining a peak photomultiplier of said photomultiplier array; 
address circuitry responsive to said peak photomultlplier for outputting a set of far photomultipliers that are spatially 
distant from said peak photomultiplier, said address circuitry coupled to said peak detection circuitry; 
45 a processor for sampling each integration result of channel signals associated with said far photomultipliers and 

for storing each integration result into a separate location of a memory unit; 

said processor for averaging data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier to determine an 
average sample value for each photomultiplier; and 

said processor for correcting an offset value associated with each photomultiplier based on said average sample 
50 value for each photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

[0016] Moreover, according to the present invention there is provided an apparatus for correcting channel signals in 
a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photomultiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier array 
generates channel signals, comprising: 

55 

first means for determining if said gamma camera system is detecting gamma interactions at a high or low count 
rate; 

second means for sampling baseline offset values of said channel signals based on software generated trigger 
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10 



signals during low count rates; 

third means for sampling baseline offset values of said channel signals based on gamma interaction generated 
trigger signals during high count rates; and 

fourth means for correcting baseline offset voltages for each photomultiplier based on sampled baseline offset 
values for each photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

[001 7] Also moreover according to the present invention there is provided an apparatus for correcting channel signals 
in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photomultiplier an-ay. wherein said photomultiplier 
array generates channel signals, comprising: 

(a) first means for performing baseline sampling during periods of high count rate, said first means comprising: 



(i) event circuitry for Initiating integration of said channel signals in response to a gamma interaction, wherein 
each channel signal is Integrated to generate an Integration result; 
*5 (ii) peak detection circuitry for determining a peak photomultiplier of said photomultiplier array; 

(iii) address circuitry responsive to said peak photomultiplier for outputting a set of far photomultipliers that 
are spatially distant from said peak photomultiplier; 

(iv) a processor for sampling each integration result of channel signals associated with said far photomultipliers 
and storing each Integration result into a separate location of a memory unit; 

20 

(b) second means for-performing baseline sampling during periods of tow count rate, said second means com- 
prising: 

4 

(i) a circuit for generating a software trigger signal to initiate integration of said channel signals wherein each 
25 channel signal Is Integrated to generate an Integration result; 

(ii) said processor for sampling each integration result and storing each integration result into a separate 
location of said memory unit; 

(c) said processor for averaging data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier to determine an 
30 average sample value for each photomultiplier; and 

(d) said processor for correcting an offset value associated with each photomultiplier based on said average sample 
value for each photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

[001 8] Further moreover according to the present invention there is provided a method for correcting channel signals 
35 in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photomultiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier 
array generates channel signals, comprising the steps of: 

generating a software trigger signal to initiate integration of said channel signals wherein each channel signal is 
integrated to generate an integration result; 
40 sampling each integration result and storing each integration result into a separate location of a memory unit; 

averaging data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier to determine an average sample value 
for each photomultiplier; and 

conrecting a baseline voltage offset value associated with each photomultiplier based on said average sample 
value for each photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

45 

[0019] Likewise according to the present invention there is provided a method of correcting channel signals In a 
gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photomultiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier array 
generates channel signals, comprising the steps of: 

50 initiating integration of said channel signals in response to a gamma interaction, wherein each channel signal is 

Integrated to generate an Integration result; 
determining a peak photomultiplier of said photomultiplier array; 

responsive to said peak photomultiplier. outputting a set of far photomultipliers that are spatially distant from said 
peak photomultiplier; 

55 sampling each integration result of channel signals associated with said far photomultipliers and storing each 

integration result into a separate location of a memory unit; 

averaging data stored in memory associated with each photomultiplier to determine an average sample value for 
each photomultiplier; and 
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correcting an offset value associated with each photomultiplier based on said average sample value for each 
photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

[0020] Further likewise according to the present invention there is provided a method of con-ecting channel signals 
in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photomultiplier an^ay, wherein said photomultiplier 
array generates channel signals, comprising the steps of: 

determining If said gamma camera system Is detecting gamma Interactions at a high or low count rate; 
sampling baseline offset values of said channel signals based on software generated trigger signals during low 
count rates; 

sampling baseline offset values of said channel signals based on event generated trigger signals during high count 
rates; and 

connecting baseline offset voltages for each photomultiplier based on sampled baseline offset values for each 
photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

[0021] Also likewise according to the present invention there is provided an apparatus for correcting baseline voltages 
of channel signals in a gamma camera system including an array of detectors for detecting events, said array generating 
a plurality of said channel signals, comprising: 

a memory; and 

a processor configured to: 

acquire samples of said channel signals; 

store said samples in said memory; and 

correct a baseline voltage offset value associated with each detector based on said samples. 

[0022] Also further likewise according to the present invention there is provided a method of correcting channel 
signals in a gamma camera system having an anray of event detectors for detecting gamma events, said array gener- 
ating said channel signals for the event detectors, comprising the steps of: 

sampling said channel signals for each event detector to acquire a plurality of samples for each event detector; and 
correcting a baseline voltage offset value associated with each event detector based on said samples. 

BRIEF DESCRiPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0023] Figure 1 illustrates a high level block diagram of the gamma camera detector, information processor and user 
interface device of the system of the present invention. 

[0024] Figure 2A is a circuit block diagram illustrating elements of the trigger generation logic of the present invention. 
[0025] Figure 2B is a circuit diagram of the circuitry utilized by the present invention for generating an analog total 
("global") energy signal. 

[0026] Figure 2C illustrates the logic of the present invention (utilizing dual integrators per channel) for providing a 
compensated digital response signal that is digitally integrated for each PMT of the gamma detector. 
[0027] Figure 2D illustrates the processing blocks of the present invention Digital Event Processor for generation of 
the spatial coordinates of an event, local and global energy, peak PMT address and the associated signal output. 
[0028] Figure 3 Is an illustration of a weighted centroid computation for determining the spatial coordinates of an 
event used by the present invention. 

[0029] Figure 4A and Figure 48 illustrate an overall flow diagram of aspects of the Digital Event Processor of the 
present invention. 

[0030] Figure 5 is a diagram of a digital processor (computer system) and user interface of the present Invention. 
[0031] Figure 6A represents the light intensity response for multiple events occuning dose in time within the present 
invention. 

[0032] Figure 68 illustrates a flow chart of the timing performed for dual integration on a particular channel. 
[0033] Figure 7 illustrates an exemplary PMT an-ay of a detector of the present invention and illustrates three different 
cluster types. 

[0034] Figure 8 Is an illustration of the PMT address table circuit of the present invention Digital Event Processor. 
[0035] Figure 9 is an illustration of the x and y weight table circuit of the present invention Digital Event Processor. 
[0036] Figure 10 illustrates a plane view of a collimator (with edges) as positioned over a PMT anray of the present 
invention. 

[0037] Figure 11 illustrates placement of centrally located PMTs and obscured PMTs and an exemplary strip area 
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associated with an obscured PMT. 

[0038] Figure 12 illustrates energy absorption percentages for a typical PI\1T centroid an-angement for a gamma 
event. 

[0039] Figure 1 3A is a flow chart illustrating initial calibration tasks executed by the autogain procedure of the present 
5 invention as typically executed at the factory during calibration or in the field without a collimator. 

[0040] Figure 13B is a flow chart illustrating routine calibration tasks executed by the autogain procedure of the 
present invention as typically executed at the site during routine calibration with the collimator removed. 
[0041] Figure 13C is a flow chart illustrating routine calibration tasks executed by the autogain procedure of the 
present invention as typically executed at the site during routine calibration with the collimator installed. 
10 [0042] Figure 14A illustrates an uncompressed response of a PMT for an event verses the distance from the center 
of the event and also shows compressed response. 

[0043] Figure 14B illustrates a summation of PMT responses (of a PMT cluster) over a one dimensional PMT con- 
figuration. 

[0044] Figure 15A and Figure 15B and Figure 15C illustrate exemplary compression procedures realized by the 
15 dynamic compression table and circuitry of the present invention. 

[0045] Figure 16 illustrates an analog voltage wave form (with baseline offset) of a preamplification channel of the 
present invention. 

[0046] Figure 17A illustrates a flow chart of the automatic baseline offset calibration of the present invention, 
[0047] Figure 1 78 illustrates a flow chart of the software triggered baseline offset correction procedure of the present 
20 invention. 

[0048] Figure 1 7C and Figure 1 7D illustrate flow charts of the scintillation triggered baseline offset correction proce- 
dure of the present invention. 

[0049] Figure 18 illustrates the memory circuit of the present invention for providing far PMT addresses based on 
an input peak PMT address. 

25 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 



[0050] In the following detailed description of the present invention numerous specific details are set forth in order 
to provide a thorough understanding of the present Invention. However, it will be obvious to one skilled in the art that 

30 the present invention may be practiced without these specific details. In other instances well known devices, methods, 
procedures, components, and circuits have not been described in detail as not to unnecessarily obscure aspects of 
the present invention. Some portions of the detailed descriptions which follow are presented in terms of algorithms and 
symbolic representations of operations on data bits within a computer memory. These algorithmic descriptions and 
representations are the means used by those skilled in the data processing arts to most effectively convey the substance 

35 of their work to others skilled in the art. Unless specifically stated otherwise as apparent fi-om the following discussions, 
it is appreciated that throughout the present invention, discussions utilizing terms such as "processing** or "computing" 
or "calculating" or "determining" or "displaying" or the like, refer to the action and processes of a computer system, or 
similar electronic computing device, that manipulates and transforms data represented as physical (electronic) quan- 
tities within the computer system's registers and memories into other data similarly represented as physical quantities 

40 within the computer system memories or registers or other such information storage, transmission or display devices. 
[0051 ] The various embodiments of the present invention described herein are used in conjunction with a scintillation 
detector of a gamma camera. With reference to Figure 1 , a high level diagram of a gamma camera system is shown. 
Generally, the system of the present Invention includes gamma camera detector 80 composed of a plurality of photo- 
multiplier tubes (e.g., 17, 6, 0, 2, 9), PMTs, arranged in a two dimensional matrix convention and optically coupled to 

45 a glass plate to receive light (e.g., visible photons) from a crystal layer 81. The PMT array creates a photodetector. 
The crystal layer can be composed of sodium iodine, Nal, and is typically located between a collimator 83 and the PMT 
array The collimator 83, as is known, Is typically manufactured from a number of holes with lead septas arranged in 
a honeycomb convention to collimate gamma rays that strike the crystal 81. 

[0052] Gamma rays that strike the Nal(TI) crystal 81 cause well known scintillation events that release a number of 
50 visible light photons that are detected by the PMTs with different light intensities. Each PMT reports in the form of an 
analog signal indicative of the amount of light energy detected as a result of the scintillation event. The gamma camera 
detector 80 utilized within the scope of the present invention is of the Anger type and can be of a number of well known 
and commercially available designs and therefore the details of such a gamma detector will not be discussed in depth 
herein. An exemplary gamma camera detector used by one embodiment of the present invention can contain as many 
55 as 55 or 108 PMTs. The detector 80 can also utilize smaller diameter PMTs along the edges to increase the detector's 
field of view. An embodiment of the present invention utilizes forty-nine 76mm round PMTs and six 51mm round PMTs 
for edge filling, however, the number of PMTs, their sizes and their configurations can be varied within the scope of 
the present invention. 
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[0053] The detector 80 of Figure 1 is mounted on a gantry 85 which can rotate the detector 80 in various orbits 
around an object (patient) resting on table 87 (e.g., for ECT scanning operations). The gantry and table rest on base 
89. The detector 80 may also be directed transversely across the table 87 (e.g., for total body scanning operations) or 
placed over the patient for static imaging. 

5 [0054] The analog output signals from each of the 55 PMTs are output to an information processor 91 that includes 
a general purpose digital computer system as described to follow. The processor 91 contains circuitry for adjusting 
and compensating the signals received from each PMT and also for digitizing these signals. Utilizing techniques as 
will be further discussed to follow, processor 91 computes, among other values, the spatial coordinates (X, Y) and 
energy coordinate, Z, for each gamma event. Imaging information detected by the gamma detector over sampling 

10 periods is then stored in digital storage memory (e.g., counts per coordinate) and is visualized on a monitor (or a 
hardcopy device) of a user interface device 93 in response to commands from the user interface device 93. 

INFORMATION PROCESSOR 

15 [0055] The circuitry and logic of information processing unit 91 of the present invention is further illustrated within 
the following figures: Figure 2A, Figure 2B, Figure 20, and Figure 2D. It is appreciated circuitry of the above can 
alternatively be located within the detector head 80 itself or spread among both the detector head 80 and the processor 
91 . It is further appreciated that the processor 91 also comprises a general purpose computer system 1112 (see Figure 
5) as will be discussed in more detail. An embodiment of the present invention can also be implemented utilizing 

20 discrete electronic components in lieu of a general purpose computer system or, alternatively, a general purpose com- 
puter system can be used. 

TRIGGER DETECTION 

25 [0056] Regarding Figure 2A, the trigger signal generation circuit 100 of the present invention is Illustrated. According 
to the an^ngement of the PMTs in the detector, the output of each PMT (compensated as shown herein) associated 
with a particular spatial quadrant (or "zone") of the detector matrix is sent to one of four trigger detection circuits 110a, 
110b, 110c or llOd. Although the precise alignment of each PMT In each zone is not critical to the present Invention, 
the zones are overiapping. The PMT signals AO-A54 are voltage signals. The signals of the first zone, AO ... A1 7 are 

30 sent to trigger circuit 110a where each is coupled to an inductor 102 and an amplifier 104 which together create a 
200ns dip circuit. 

[0057] The clipped signal from circuit 1 04 is coupled to the positive end of a discriminator circuit 1 06 and a computer 
controlled reference input is coupled to a threshold input circuit 108. The reference signal at 108 is coupled to receive 
the output of a computer controlled DAC (not shown). Therefore, only trigger signals over the threshold voltage are 

35 allowed to pass through circuit 106 and they are clipped to 200ns. The output of the comparator 106 is then coupled 
to the input of OR gate 120 via line 122. Line 130 will assert a triggering pulse when ever a PMT of the designated 
zone detects an event. This circuitry is replicated for each of the other four zones of the detector PMT matrix (e.g., 
signals All . . . A30 feed circuit 110b which generates a trigger over line 124, signals A24 . . . A43 feed circuit 110c 
which generates a trigger over line 126, and signals A37 . . . A54 feed circuit 11 Od which generates a trigger over 128). 

40 It is appreciated that additional or fewer event detection circuits (e.g., for more zones) can be used within the scope 
of the present invention. Multiple trigger channels are used to maintain a high signal to noise ratio in the presence of 
correlated noise. The trigger channels are overiapped. as discussed above, to prevent sensitivity loss at the zone 
boundaries. 

[0058] Trigger input lines 122, 124, 126, and 128 of Figure 2A are coupled to the input of OR gate 120. Therefore, 
45 when an event is detected by the camera detector 80, OR gate 120 of trigger circuit 110 of the present invention will 
generate a trigger pulse over line 130. These triggering pulses are called Start(tO) and Start(t1) and are used by the 
integration circuits 280(0)-280(54) (Figure 2C) of the present invention to start integration of the PMT signals for the 
detected gamma event. 

50 ANALOG SUM OF GLOBAL ENERGY 

[0059] Refer to Figure 2B which Illustrates an analog summing circuit utilized by one embodiment of the present 
invention. The voltage signals AO... A54 from each PMT channel (e.g., signal from each PMT) are summed together 
and output by amplifier 142. An offset voltage is fed into the summing circuit via Input 144. The offset voltage is controlled 
55 by a computer controlled DAC. The output, or total energy of the gamma event, is generated over line A55. This output 
represents the analog sum of all of the voltage signals from each PMT channel plus an adjustable offset from circuit 
144. The analog signal over ASS is called the analog global energy signal. This global energy signal may be supplied 
to an available channel (e.g., channel 55) for preamplificatlon, digitization and integration by circuit 200 (Figure 2C). 
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The Digital Event Processor of the present invention receives signal A55. As will be discussed to follow, the global 
energy value may also be computed digitally by summing the digitized integrated channel signals of the PMTs. Either 
of these methods may be utilized within the scope of the present invention. 

PREAMPLIFICATION DIGITIZER 

[0060] Refer to Figure 2C which illustrates the preampliflcation digitizer circuits 200 of the present invention for each 
of the 55 channels (plus one for A55). These circuits perform the preamplification, digitization, and integration for each 
analog voltage signal for a PMT channel. As will be discussed, each preampliflcation digitizer circuit for each channel 
contains two separate integrator circuits. Circuit 280(0) con-esponds to the current output signal received directly from 
PMT#0 (e.g., channel 0) and this circuit 280(0) is separately replicated for each of the 55 PMT channels of the present 
invention and. as shown, circuits 280(0) to 280(54) operate to simultaneously process the current output signals for 
PMTO to PMT54. Regarding circuit 280(0), the current signal output of PMTO is fed into a cun-ent to voltage converter 
210 and the output of this signal is fed through a resistor to a voltage gain amplifier 222. 

[0061] A computer controlled digital to analog converter (DAC) outputs two adjustment signals over line 212 and 214 
for baseline voltage confection. The signal over line 212 is fed through a resistor 216 for coarse adjustment and line 
214 is fed through resistor 218, which has much larger resistance (e.g., on the order of 200X) than resistor 216, for 
fine adjustment. The signals received via lines 212 and 214 provide a baseline offset voltage adjustment to the output 
signal received from the PMTO. A computer controlled digital to analog converter (DAC) outputs a voltage adjustment 
signal to circuit 220 to control the gain of amplifier 222 having an exemplary gain adjustment of 10:1. The analog gain 
adjustments are coarse adjustment with fine gain adjustments performed by the calibration table, see Figure 2D as 
discussed to follow. The baseline offset adjusted signal and the gain adjusted signal Is then output at point 224 as 
signal AO for each channel. Similarly, for each PMT channel, the above circuitry Is replicated for generating signals A1 
to A54. The trigger signal 130 Is uniformly supplied to each of the circuits 280(0) to 280(54) so that each channel is 
triggered coincidentally. 

[0062] The output of gain amplifier 222 is then fed into resistor 226. The voltage input 228 and voltage input 230 are 
coupled through respective resistors to the output of resistor 226. The output of resistor 226 is then fed into amplifier 
232 and capacitor 234 in series. The outputs of the amplifier 232 and capacitor 234 are then coupled to the input of 

the analog to digital converter (ADC) 236. The above circuit (e.g., from point 224 to the input of ADC 236) is utilized 
for pulse insertion used for diagnostic purposes that are not particularly pertinent to the present invention. Pulses may 
be artificially inserted via inputs 228 and 230. 

[0063] Referring to Figure 2C. the ADC 236 converts the analog signal AO to digital samples based on the frequency 
of clock input as shown. One embodiment of the present invention utilizes a sample frequency of 25 MHz as a sample 
clock. The output of ADC 236 is then fed to the input of two adders 238 and 240 coupled in an integration configuration. 
The present invention utilizes dual digital integrators for each PMT channel in order to more effectively process con- 
ditions wherein two gamma events are detected in close temporal proximity. Each Integrator 238 and 240 contains a 
separate register (accumulator) for containing the cunrent sum value and performs ptecewise linear integration with a 
clip binary value at 1 023 (e.g., no rollover is allowed). The output of both integrators is coupled to multiplexer 241 . The 
multiplexer 241 selects between one of the two integrator registers (accumulators) for output to the latch circuits 242 
and 244. Latch circuits 242 and 244 comprise a two stage FIFO an-angement. The trigger pulses Start(tO) and Start 
(t1) received over 130 are used to reset the integrators. At the end of an integration period, the value of the integration 
process for either integrator is then stored within a two stage latch circuit of 242 or 244. The output of the latch circuit 
242 or 244 is the digitized value of the signal generated by PMTO for a given event and this value is designated as DO. 
The digitized signal DO is supplied to the Digital Event Processor 300. The above is explained in more detail with 
reference to Figure 6B. 

[0064] Using the dual integrators of Figure 2C of the present invention, either one or both of the accumulators of 238 
or 240 can be enabled to integrate an incoming signal from the output of ADC 236. The two Integration results are 
multiplexed onto a common data path and either result can be selected and stored in the two stage latch circuit . Each 
integrator may be separately triggered by start(tO) and start(tl). In operation, when a trigger signal occurs, if either 
integrator is available (e.g., not Integrating and not holding an integrated result) then that accumulator is reset and 
enabled to begin integrating the event. When either of the accumulators completes, the integrated value is transferred 
to the first FIFO stage (e.g., latch 242) assuming this stage is available. If it is not available, the accumulator holds the 
value. Integration continues for a predetermined period of time (the camera's dead time) after the trigger signal until a 
sufficient amount of the gamma event's energy is integrated. Values are transferred from FIFO stage 1 (latch 242) to 
FIFO stage 2 (e.g., latch 244) as FIFO stage 2 becomes available (e.g., transfer its value). When data is written to 
FIFO stage 2, the present invention signals that data is ready to be transferred to the Digital Event Processor (DEP) 
300. see Figure 2D. 

[0065] Referring to Figure 20, the dual accumulator design of the present invention provides an implicit mechanism 
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for handling event pile-up wiiere two events interact during the same time period. Since the present invention computes 
positions based on local PMT clusters, pile-up events which occur in different regions of the detector can be properly 
positioned and such are called temporal pile-ups. If the two events that are involved in a temporal pile-up happen to 
be separated by more than the trigger channel deadtime, then both accumulators will be enabled and both events will 
5 be fully integrated. Accuracy of positions will be impacted by the spatial distance separating the events. The greater 
the separation, the lower the impact. This is discussed in more depth below. 

[0066] The circuit 280(0) is replicated for each channel as shown in Figure 2C. The output cunrent signals from 
PMT#1 through PMT#54 are fed into circuits 280(1) through 280(54). The digital data signals DO to D54 are output 
from circuits 280(0) through 280(54), respectively. Each of the 55 preamplification digitizer circuits 280(0)-280(54) are 

10 coupled to receive two trigger signals start(tO) and start(t1 ) from line 130. It is appreciated that an extra channel (e.g., 
a preamplification digitizer circuit 280(55)) may be added in order to process the analog global energy signal from A55 
(see Figure 2B). In this embodiment, the output D55 would correspond to the amplified, digitized and integrated value 
for all channels (e.g., the digitized value of the analog global energy of the event). In such an embodiment, the value 
D55 would be output to the DEP 300 (as will be discussed to follow) with an appropriate PMT address value indicating 

IS the data as analog global energy data. 

[0067] The preamplification circuits of Figure 2C can be directly adjusted using gain (e.g., line 220) and baseline 
offset (e.g., lines 212 and 214) adjustments. The above adjustment lines are refenred to as control link signals which 
are coupled to computer controlled addressable DACs. The amount of nominal baseline and the amount of variation 
associated with levels of adjustment can be used to determine the accuracy of a given channel. 

20 [0068] At the completion of an integration period, when latch 244 data is present, then all of the digital data stored 
in each second stage latch for each channel is transfenred to the DEP 300 (Figure 2D) over bus 307. This is called a 
data "transfer" to the DEP 300. 

DIGITAL EVENT PROCESSOR 

.25 

[0069] Refer to Figure 2D which Illustrates circuitry 300 of the Digital Event Processor (DEP) of the present invention. 
The digitized and integrated signal values for the PMT channels over lines DO through D54 are fed over bus 307 to 
FIFO 310 and to calibration table 315. The data over bus 307 represents the digitized integrated signals supplied from 
each PMT channel circuit, 280(i), in response to a triggering event such as a scintillation event. The digitized data over 

30 bus 307 is stored into a raw view FIFO 310 that can be accessed over bus 397 by a digital processor computer 1112, 
The raw view FIFO allows data to be pulled from the Input data stream without interrupting the normal data flow from 
the PMTs. This is utilized for on-the-fly baseline adjustment. A calibration table 315 receives as inputs (1) the digitized 
integrated channel data from bus 307 and also receives (2) PMT address (e.g., indicator) number over bus 302 of the 
reporting PMTs in order to correlate the digital data over bus 307 with the proper PMT channel output from circuits 280(i). 

35 [0070] The calibration table 315 contains a lookup table (LUT) for providing a gain output which can vary with the 
PMT number input (represented in one embodiment as an address); this spatially variant gain is applied to the Integrated 
signal value received over bus 307 and the result is output over bus 347 which is a corrected or finely compensated 
integrated signal value for each PMT channel. The gain value stored in the calibration table 31 5 Is a fine gain adjustment 
dependent on the PMT number whereas the gain amplifier 222 is a coarse gain adjustment. The calibration table 31 5 

40 also provides a baseline adjustment computation by digitally subtracting the reference voltage inserted by the baseline 
offset circuitry (e.g., inputs 212 and 214) of the preamplification circuits for each PMT channel independently. The 
output over bus 347 is the digitized values supplied from 307 with this baseline adjustment. 
[0071 ] The output of the calibration table 31 5 is transferred over bus 347 to a peak detect circuit 320 which analyzes 
all the calibrated results of all 55 channels (for a given data transfer) and selects the PMT number having the largest 

45 integrated channel signal (e.g., "energy") output for a given measured event; this is the "peak PMT." The maximum 
integrated signal value and the associated channel address are retained for later use in the DEP process of the present 
invention. The integrated signal associated with the peak PMT is output from peak detect circuit 320 over bus 317 as 
value PD. The PMT address number associated with the peak PMT is output by circuit 320 over bus 312 as value PA. 
To support analog global energy data being transferred over a digitizer channel of 280(i), the peak detect 320 can be 

so disabled for a given PMT address. Bus 347 is also coupled to a global energy accumulation (GE accumulation) circuit 
330. Circuit 330 sums the corrected integrated channel signals output over bus 347 for each of the PMT channels for 
a given event. The output of circuit 330 is the digitized global energy GE (which is a digital sum of all of the PMTs 
digital integrated signals) and Is fransferred over bus 322 which forms output GE and also is coupled to the dynamic 
compression table 355. 

S5 [0072] Buffer 325 stores the digital integrated signal value of each PMT channel correlated with the appropriate PMT 
address received over bus 347. Buffer 325 can be implemented in RAM or other memory storage device. The PMT 
integrated signal values for all channels are stored in buffer circuit 325. The address of the peak PMT is output over 
bus 312 to circuit 335 which Is the PMT address table. Circuit 335 contains a lookup table that outputs a PMT cluster 
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based on a peak PMT address input from bus 31 2, The PMT cluster is a collection of PMTs whose integrated channel 
responses (as well as a total energy for the event) are used to perform the DEP computation to determine the spatial 
location of the event (e.g., the centroid of the cluster). By using a lookup table at circuit 335, the present invention is 
able to provide spatially variable cluster shape and to vary spatially the number of PMTs that form a given PMT cluster. 
Within the scope of the present invention, for an input peak PMT address, the shape of the resultant PMT cluster and 
the number of PMTs that make up the selected PMT cluster vary based on the spatial location of the peak PMT address 
within the overall PMT matrix. It Is appreciated that the PMT address table 335 may vary the PMT cluster associated 
with the peak PMT address based on a selection for high or low resolution wherein a low resolution mode may require 
7 PMTs per PMT cluster where a higher resolution mode may require 9 to 19 PMTs per PMT cluster. Therefore, a 
resolution indication signal (not shown) is also input to the table 335. It is appreciated that in lieu of a resolution indicator 
signal, the entire table 335 may be reloaded with data for different desired resolutions. In such case the resolution 
signal is not used as an addressing signal but only initiates the downloading of the new information. 
[0073] A sequence counter 390 is coupled to the PMT address table 335 via bus 367. The PMT address table 335 
controls (1) the number of PMTs in the selected PMT cluster for the given event and (2) the type value of the PMT 
cluster (which is then stored in circuit 340 and held throughout the spatial computation for a given event). The PMT 
address table 335 also contains the address of the analog global energy channel. The sequence counter 390 then 
counts, sequentially, from one to the number of PMTs that are associated with the selected PMT cluster and sequentially 
presents each count value over bus 367. In one embodiment, the PMT address table 335 is itself addressed by two 
values, (1) the MSB of the address that originates from the peak PMT address value over bus 312 and (2) the LSB of 
the address value that originates from the count value of the sequence counter 390 over bus 367. The last entry within 
the PMT address table for a given peak PMT includes a stop code that indicates the end of the PMT cluster constitution 
for that peak PMT address. The centroid computation circuitry therefore stops (e.g., Is terminated) when the stop code 
Is reached (or equivalently when the maximum count value is reached as reported by the table 335). 
[0074] The PMT address table 335 outputs over bus 372, in sequence based on the sequence counter 390, the PMT 
addresses of each PMT of the PMT cluster used in the spatial computation for a given event. The order in which these 
PMTs are presented over bus 372 is governed by the lookup table stored in the PMT address table 335 based on the 
peak PMT address value from bus 31 2 and the count value over bus 367. The PMT address values output from circuit 
335 are also coupled to data buffer 325 to address this memory drcuit which will output the appropriate integrated 
channel signal value over bus 352 for that PMT This output is used in the DEP's spatial computation. 
[0075] Refemng still to Figure 2D, the PMT duster type value is output from the PMT address table 335 to the memory 
circuit 340 which holds the PMT cluster type value throughout a centroid (e.g., coordinate) computation. The PMT 
address values over bus 372 are also fed to a weight table circuit 345 that contains a lookup table correlating PMT 
address value with a given x and y weight value used for the spatial computation circuitry of the present invention. By 
providing the lookup table within circuit 345, the weight associated with a given PMT depends on its address value 
and Is correlated with the spatial location of the PMT and it is also dependent on the PMT cluster type value from bus 377. 
[0076] The weight value associated with a given PMT address can also vary based on the type value stored in 340 
which is based on the peak PMT for the PMT cluster of the given event; this is accomplished by the type registration 
circuit 340 of the present invention. Therefore, if the peak PMT address corresponds to be an edge or corner PMT, 
then the PMT cluster will be of a special type and the weights assodated with the PMT addresses of the resultant PMT 
cluster can be adjusted to account for the missing PMTs of the centroid computation (e.g., the PMTs that are not 
available due to the edge or comer location of the peak PMT). Therefore, the PMT weight value output from circuit 345 
depends on (1) the PMT address value and (2) the type value from drcuit 340 that is based on the address value of 
the peak PMT for the PMT duster. The PMT address table 335 defines the PMT addresses that constitute the selected 
PMT duster. 

[0077] In one embodiment, the type registration circuit 340 may contain a lookup table based on the peak PMT 
address value output from drcuit 335. As discussed, the PMT duster type value is an offset into the weight table 345 
for a given PMT duster and is used to provide variations In the weights output of the weight table 345 for a given PMT 
address value of a given PMT duster. Circuit 340 is coupled to supply the offset value to circuit 345 via bus 377. 
According to the operation of the present invention, for a given PMT duster, the PMT addresses that make up the PMT 
cluster are sequentially output over bus 372 to the weight table and a constant type value is generated and output over 
bus 377 (based on the address of the peak PMT). The weight table 345 then outputs an x weight over bus 362 and a 
y weight over bus 357. for each PMT of the given PMT duster. 

[0078] The x weight value over bus 362 of Figure 2D supplies a multiplier accumulator circuit (MACx) 370 for the x 
coordinate computation and the y weight value over bus 357 supplies a multiplier accumulator circuit (MACy) 365. 
These drcuits 370 and 365 are reset and initialized at the start of the spatial computation for each gamma event. The 
X and y weight values are utilized in the spatial computations for a given event (e.g., gamma interaction) and specify 
the amount of contribution a given PMTs integrated channel signal value should canry (for a given PMT of the PMT 
duster) in the coordinate computation process. 
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[0079] As discussed above, the PMT addresses of the PMTs of a given PMT cluster are placed over bus 372 In 
sequence. Bus 372 of Figure 2D is coupled to address the buffer 325 with the PMT address value for each PMT involved 
In the PMT cluster. In response to the address value of a given PMT of the PMT cluster, buffer 325 outputs the stored 
and con-ected digital signal value associated with the PMT {for a given event) as received over bus 347. This corrected 
signal value is transferred over bus 352 to block 350, to block 355 and to subtractor 391. A circuit 360 is coupled to 
receive the digital signal values of the PMTs involved in the given PMT cluster and accumulates these values to provide 
a local energy (LE) value which is generated over bus 337. 

[0080] Block 350 is a buffer for containing either a digital or analog global energy value when operating in a mode 
wherein the global energy data is transferred over a digitizer channel and stored in the storage buffer 325. In this mode 
the global energy stored in block 350 is a digitized version of the analog global energy signal. Output from the analog 
signal A55 (of Figure 28) is fed to a preamplification digitizer channel of 280(i) and then over bus 307 to the calibration 
table 315 and stored in buffer 325. The global energy may also be computed by accumulator 330 by adding the values 
of the integrated signals from each PMT channel. The global energy value is then stored in buffer 350. Therefore, the 
global energy value GE over line 322 can be (1) a digitized value of the analog global energy value or (2) a digital 
summed value of the digital signals of each PMT channel. 

[0081] The dynamic compression table 355 of Figure 2D receives the global energy value of the detected gamma 
event over bus 322 and also receives the digitized integrated channel signal value for a given PMT of the PMT cluster 
over bus 352. The dynamic compression table 355 contains a lookup table of compensation values for the digitized 
integrated channel signals. The output of the lookup table is driven on bus 392 to a subtractor 391 which also receives 
the signal value over bus 352. The table 355 receives as an address the MSBs of the global energy (from bus 322) 
and predetermined bits of the signal value for each PMT over bus 352. Via the connection with the subtractor 391 , the 
signal data over line 352 is shifted left by four bits (e.g., multiplied by 16). The output from table 355, in one embodiment, 
is subtracted from this left shifted signal value. The output of the subtractor circuit 391 is the dynamic compressed 
integrated signal value for a given PMT channel and is then fed to the MACx 370 circuit, the MACy circuit 365 and also 
to an energy multiplier accumulator (MACz) circuit 360. 

[0082] The dynamic compression table 355 of Figure 2D is utilized by the present invention to alter the integrated 
channel signal output from a PMT channel so that when summed with altered signals from other channels, the sum- 
mation signal will be more linear in nature. The information stored in the dynamic compression table 355 that is used 
to perform the signal conversion is readily programmable within the present invention and different conversion data 
sets may be stored (down loaded) in the table 355 at one time. Since the conversion data may be altered readily (e. 
g., a new set can readily be downloaded, if needed) the dynamic compression table 355 of the present invention is 
modifiable. The subtraction logic 391 is a part of the compression procedure used by the present invention and is used 
in order to reduce the memory size requirement of the compression table 355. Therefore, it is appreciated that, given 
a larger memory size, the subtractor 391 may be eliminated from the present invention and integrated into the memory 
355 by altering the data stored therein. The output of the dynamic compression table 355 is called the "dynamic com- 
pressed" or "compressed" integrated signal data for a particular channel and is supplied to the centroid computation 
logic via bus 387. 

[0083] Therefore, as the sequence counter 390 counts through the PMTs of the PMT cluster, the buffer 325 supplies 
the Integrated signal associated with each PMT. Also, the weight table 345 supplies the x and y weight values associated 
with each sequenced PMT. The MACx circuit 370 multiplies the x weight value and the dynamic compressed signal 
for each PMT and accumulates these values for each PMT of the PMT cluster as the sequencer counts. The MACy 
circuit 365 multiplies the y weight value and the dynamic compressed signal for each PMT and accumulates these 
values for each PMT of the PMT cluster as the sequencer counts. The MACz circuit has two inputs, one is coupled to 
bus 342 which is programmed to a value of "1 and the other input is coupled to bus 387 and therefore will accumulate 
the integrated signal of each of the PMTs of the PMT cluster to generate a value of the local energy (LE) over bus 337. 
[0084] After the sequencer 390 reaches the last PMT of the PMT cluster, the MACz circuit will output the complete 
LE value over bus 337 which is coupled to a 1/LE circuit 385. This is a lookup table that provides the inverse (e.g., 
(LE)'1) of the LE value. Circuit 385 can also be realized using a divider circuit The value of (1/LE) Is then output over 
bus 382 to X multiplier circuit (MULx) 375 and also y multiplier circuit (MULy) 380. Circuit 375 multiplies the accumulated 
result of the MACx circuit 370 with the (l/LE) value to generate the normalized x coordinate of the gamma event over 
bus 327. Circuit 380 multiplies the accumulated result of the MACy circuit 365 with the (1/LE) value to generate the 
normalized y coordinate of the gamma event over bus 332. Therefore, the DEP 300 of the present invention computes 
the spatial coordinates (x, y) and the total energy (GE) of each gamma event Also produced for each event is the peak 
PMT energy (PD) which is the peak signal of the integrated channel signals received by the DEP, peak PMT address 
(PA) and the local energy (LE). 

[0085] The spatial coordinates (x, y) of a gamma event (interaction) are computed by the DEP 300 circuit using the 
below centroid computation: 
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Wx/Ei + WX2*E2 + WX3*E3 + . . . + Wx„*En 
El + Eg + E3 + . . . + E„ 



Wy/E, + Wy^^Eg * \Ny^*Er^ Wy„*E„ 
El + E2 + E3 + . . . + E„ 



Where: 

10 

WXj =the X weight from circuit 345 for the i*^ PMT of the Cluster 
Wyj =the y weight from circuit 345 for the PMT of the Cluster 
WXf^ =the X weight from circuit 345 for the last PMT of the Cluster 
Wy^ =the y weight from circuit 345 for the last PMT of the Cluster 
15 Ej =the integrated signal for the i^^ PMT of the PMT Cluster 

Ep =the integrated signal for the last PMT of the PMT Cluster 

[0086] The DEP 300 operates as discussed above for each detected gamma event of an imaging session and stores 
the above information to a computer memory storage unit. This information is then transferred to correction electronics 
20 (or CPU system) where the data is corrected for energy, linearity, and uniformity. It is appreciated that a number of well 
known methods and circuitry components may be used for collecting the count data output from the DEP 300 circuit 
and for forming an image based thereon by correcting the data supplied firom DEP 300 (e.g., for nonunifomlties, etc.) 
and spatially recording the counts. Any of these well known methods may be used in conjunction within the present 
invention. 

25 [0087] Figure 3 illustrates the applicability of the above spatial computations and gives an exemplary situation. Figure 
3 illustrates a selected PMT cluster configuration as is generated based on the peak PMT address (here it is PMTO) 
and based on the PMT address table circuit 335. Low resolution computation is selected in this example so the PMT 
cluster is composed of seven PMTs (six surrounding and one center PMT). The address table circuit 335 would also 
output a type registration to circuit 340 to indicate that the PMT cluster is of a symmetrical or normal type because the 

30 peak PMT is not located on the edge nor in a comer of the PMT array of the detector head 80. An exemplary x axis 
410 and y axis 415 are shown and the weight values for each of the PMTs for the x and y axis are plotted along the 
axis for each PMT. 

[0088] The exemplary event occurs at point 50 within Figure 3 and the arrows extending outward represent the 
amount of light received by each PMT toward which the associated arrow points. The weight values for each of the 
35 PMTs in the x and y directions are also dependent on the spatial location of the peak PMT because the location of the 
peak PMT will alter the PMT type value which is used (in conjunction with the PMT address) to address the weight 
table circuit 345. 

[0089] Figure 4A and Figure 4B are flow diagrams illustrating the general processing flow 460 of the present Invention. 
Refer to Figure 4A where the procedure enters and receives a signal, over each PMT channel, and after converting 

40 the signal from current to voltage, performs a computer controlled baseline voltage offset for each channel at 462 and 
also performs a computer controlled coarse gain adjustment for each channel at 464. At block 468, each channel is 
digitized and also trigger detection is performed at 466 by summing the analog signals Just prior to digitization. Dual 
Integration takes place at blocks 470 and 472 wherein a first and second trigger may be used to integrate separate 
events occurring close in time. Both integration steps output integrated signals to the two stage FIFO circuit and at 

45 474 these data values, per channel, are transferred to the DEP sequentially at the completion of an integration period. 
The raw. data is sampled and made accessible to a data processor at 476 and this data Is supplied to the calibration 
table at 478 which removes the baseline offset and also performs fine gain adjustment of the digital channel signal. 
[0090] At 480, the data from the calibration table is stored for each channel in a buffer. At 482, the present invention 
determines the peak PMT by examining the channel data from the calibration table and also at 484 the global energy 

50 is determined by summing the digital data of each channel for the event. The peak PMT address is used as a measure 
of the coarse spatial location of the gamma event. At 486, the present invention PMT address table outputs a PMT 
cluster type and also determines the constitution of the PMT cluster based on the peak PMT address (and the selected 
resolution, e.g.. fine or coarse, in one embodiment). 

[0091] Referring to Figure 48, the flow 460 of the present invention continues at 488 where the circuitry used to 
55 perform the centroid computation is reset to initialize for the new computation. At 490, the sequence counter addresses 
the PMT address table so that the first PMT address of the selected PMT cluster is output. From this value, and also 
based on the PMT duster type, the present invention generates an x weight (Wx) and a y weight (Wy) for the selected 
PMT address. Also, the buffer 325 contains and supplies the stored integrated signal data for this channel at 494 and 
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at 493 the dynamic compression circuit outputs the dynamically compressed signal value for this channel. At 495, the 
X and y multiplication accumulation circuits are used to multiply the weight value times the dynamic compressed signal 
value and accumulate the result for the PMT cluster. At 495, a local energy accumulator also accumulates the local 
energy of the PMT cluster. At 496, the sequence counter increments and addresses the PMT address table for a next 
5 PMT address until the PMT cluster is complete (e.g., the stop indicator of table 335 is reached); flow returns to 490 if 
the PMT cluster is not complete. The above processing then continues with the next PMT address of the selected PMT 
cluster. 

[0092] If the PMT cluster is complete, then flow continues to 497 where the x and y multiplication accumulation 
circuits are effectively divided by the local energy to produce a normalized (x, y) spatial coordinate for the gamma 
10 event. At 498, the pertinent information output from the DEP 300 (including the (x, y) coordinate and the total energy) 
Is output to a computer system data processor or a correction board that perfonns energy, linearity and uniformity 
correction in known manners. 

DATA PROCESSOR 

15 

[0093] Refer to Figure 5 which illustrates components of a general purpose computer system 1112 that is capable 
of executing procedures of the present Invention for controlling the DEP 300 circuit (e.g., control of baseline offset, 
gain, and trigger threshold) and for perfonming other recited functions. The computer system 1112 comprises an ad- 
dress/data bus 1100 for communicating information within the system, a central processor 1101 coupled with the bus 

20 1100 for executing instructions and processing information, a random access memory 1102 coupled with the bus 1100 
for storing information and instructions for the central processor 1101, a read only memory 1103 coupled with the bus 
1100 for storing static information and instructions for the processor 1101, a data storage device 1104 such as a mag- 
netic or optical disk and disk drive coupled with the bus 1100 for storing image information and instructions, a display 
device 1105 coupled to the bus 1100 for displaying information to the computer user, an alphanumeric input device 

25 1106 including alphanumeric and function keys coupled to the bus 1100 for communicating information and command 
selections to the central processor 1101 , a cursor control device 1107 coupled to the bus for communicating user input 
information and command selections to the central processor 1101, and a signal generating device ("communication 
device") 1108 coupled to the bus 1100 for communicating command selections to the processor 1101. A hardcopy 
device 1109 (e.g., printer) may also be coupled to bus 1100. 

30 [0094] The signal generation device 1108 includes a high speed communication port for communicating with the 
DEP 300. Input bus 1120 receives the data output from the DEP 300 such as signals PA 312, PD 317. GE 322, X 327, 
Y 332 and LE 337. Bus 1120 also supplies the raw data output from circuit 310 over bus 397 to the processor 1112. 
Output from the processor 1112 are the control signals for controlling the fine and coarse baseline offset voltages (e. 
g., signals 212 and 214) and the PMT gain signal adjustment 220) for each channel. Processor 1112 also controls the 

35 trigger threshold 108. The raw data sampled over bus 397 and the control signals generated by processor 1112 may 
be determined and adjusted in real-time by the present invention. 

[0095] The display device 1105 of Figure 5 utilized with the computer system 1112 of the present invention may be 
a liquid crystal device, cathode ray tube, or other display device suitable for creating graphic images and alphanumeric 
characters recognizable to the user. The cursor control device 1107 allows the computer user to dynamically signal 
40 the two dimensional movement of a visible symbol (pointer) on a display screen of the display device 1105. Many 
implementations of the cursor control device are known in the art including a trackball, finger pad, mouse, joystick or 
special keys on the alphanumeric input device 1105 capable of signaling movement of a given direction or manner of 
displacement. The keyboard 1106, the cursor control device 1107, the display 1105 and hardcopy device 1109 comprise 
the user interface block 93. 

45 

DUAL INTEGRATION PER CHANNEL 



[0096] The present invention provides multiple independent integrators per channel (e.g., two per PMT) in order to 
accurately process high count rates and to effectively reduce problems associated with pulse pile-up. Although de- 

50 scribed in a specific embodiment utilizing two integrators per channel, it is appreciated that the present invention system 
may be expanded to encompass a multiple number of integrators per channel (e.g., three, four, five, etc.). As will be 
discussed in further detail to follow, for each integrator added an additional stage within the serial latch circuit is required. 
[0097] Figure 6A illustrates light intensity response (curve 440) over time for two events. The light intensity response 
is a well known decaying exponential with a time constant, T. Eventi occurs and decays over time as shown by curve 

55 440. Due to the characteristics of the crystal 81 used in the detector 80, at the end of 5T time intervals, most of the 
usable light intensity is radiated. However, there is some time value R, less than 5T, that can be used and gives a 
sufficient amount of energy to register eventi (e.g.. energy associated with region 430). Prior art systems will attempt 
to utilize this decreased amount of energy (region 430) for registering events during periods of high count rate (e.g., if 
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a second event occurs before 5T as shown as curve 435). However, this is not advantageous because as the separation 
between events decreases below 5T, less and less event energy is captured and spatial computations become less 
accurate. Further, at some point, (e.g., less then R) the temporal separation between two events will become too small 
and neither event can be registered. At higher count rates the spatial accuracy of the prior art systems decreases 
5 significantly. 

[0098] The present Invention, on the other hand, provides a mechanism for integrating the energy over 5T for both 
eventi and event2 because dual integrators are supplied per channel for all the PMTs of the array. Therefore, one 
integrator may sample and integrate the light Intensity for eventi over response 440 for 5T duration and the other can 
sample and integrate the light intensity for events over response 435. During periods of high count rate, the present 
10 invention does not sacrifice energy intensity when sampling each event when integrating over two events that closely 
occur in time. Furthermore, since two separate Integrators are used, the present invention can accurately register two 
events even though their temporal separation is less than R. The present invention therefore provides higher accuracy 
at higher count rates over the prior art. 

[0099] The present invention dual integrator embodiment utilizing two independent integrators is now discussed. As 
15 discussed with reference to Figure 2C, the integration circuitry of circuit 280(i) for a given channel includes two inte- 
grators 238 and 240 each having Independent accumulators and each coupled (via a mux 241) to a two stage sample 
and hold circuit (latch 242 and latch 244). Each integrator is independently triggerable and separately and independently 
integrates its associated channel signal. Trigger signals are transmitted over bus 130 and when received, act to reset 
the accumulator of an idle integrator. At the end of sampling, for an event, the present invention transfers the data of 
20 the second stage (244) to the DEP 300, moves the data of the first stage 242 to the second stage and moves the data 
of the accumulator of the completed integrator into the first stage of the hold circuit. This way, both integrators may be 
sampling, simultaneously, different events. They can each be independently triggered and at the end of the sample 
period, the accumulator stores its result in the two stage hold circuit. 

[01 00] The above procedure operates most accurately when the two integrated events are sufficiently separate from 

25 one another such that their energy dissipation across the detector does not overiap or interfere in the integration com- 
putation. For instance, refer to Figure 7 which illustrates an exemplary PMT array. A first event occurs over PMT 7. 
therefore the PMT cluster 75 is composed of PMTs 1, 8, 20, 19. 36, 18, and 7. The trigger pulse resets integrator 238 
(per channel) which then integrates the energy for the first event for all 55 channels. Before the integration is complete 
for this first event, a second event occurs over PMT 38, so the PMT cluster 73 is composed of PMTs 38, 37, 22, 23, 

30 and 39. Integrator 240 (per channel) is reset and integrates the energy associated with the second event for all 55 
channels. Since PMT cluster 75 and 73 are sufficiently separate, the contribution of energy associated with the second 
event over channels 1 , 8, 20, 19, 36, 18 and 7 is relatively small and does not interfere with the integration computation 
for the first event. Likewise, the contribution of energy associated with the first event over channels 38, 37, 22, 23, and 
39 is relatively smalt and does not interfere with the integration computation for the second event. 

35 [0101] At the end of the computation for the first event, the integrated channel signal data of latch 244 is output to 
the DEP 300, the integrated channel signal of latch 242 is output to latch 244 and the value of the accumulator of 
Integrator 238 is output to latch 242. At the end of the computation for the second event, the integrated channel signal 
of latch 244 is output to the DEP, the value of latch 242 Is output to latch 244 and the value of the accumulator of 
integrator 240 is output to latch 242. The first and second events will be processed by the DEP 300. 

<o [01 02] Figure 6B illustrates in more detail the process performed by the present invention to perform dual integration 
per channel. The process shown 501 represents the process for integrator A but it is appreciated that the process for 
B (block 516) is identical except that the "B" control signals are used. As shown, the process starts at 510 in response 
to a trigger signal. Start(tO). Then, the A accumulator is cleared (e.g., integrator 238) by assertion of a CLRACCA 
control signal and at 512 this accumulator is enabled to Integrate by assertion of an ENACCA control signal. At block 

<5 514, if Start(tl) is detected then at block 516 the process for integrator B is started and operates concurrently with 
process 501 . If not. then at block 518 it is checked if the integration for A is complete. If so. not then the process returns 
to 512 where integration continues. 

[0103] When integration for A is complete, at block 520 a control signal for MUX 241 selects the data from integrator 
238. At block 522 FIF01 (242) is checked if empty and if empty, at block 524 the data is latched into FIF01 . At block 
50 526 if FIF02 (244) is empty then data ft-om FIF01 is latched into FIF02 at block 528. At block 530 the data transfer 
ft-om FIF02 to the Digital Event Processor is started for all channels. During the period from block 510 to block 522 
the A integrator is busy. It is appreciated that there is only one trigger signal and it is classified as Start(tO) or Start(t1 ) 
by its temporal relationship to the other trigger signal. During the A busy period, a trigger signal will cause the B process 
to start. 



55 



VARIABLE PMT CLUSTER CONSTITUTION 

[0104] As discussed above, the PMT address table circuit 335 of the present invention contains a lookup table that 
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provides the addresses of the group of PMTs that constitute the PMT cluster for a given event based on the peal< PMT 
for that event (supplied from circuit 320) and based on a count value supplied over bus 357 from the sequence counter 
390. A centroid is computed (using a centroiding computation) based on the PMT cluster to arrive at a spatial coordinate 
value of the event. In this way, the PMT cluster constitution of the present invention varies for each peak PMT According 
5 to the present invention, also associated with each PMT of the detector array Is a type registration or classification that 
describes the type of PMT cluster that is formed. 

[01 05] For instance, the present Invention provides four different types of exemplary PMT clusters: 1 ) normal; 2) long 
edge; 3) short edge; and 4) comer. The normal PMT cluster anticipates the peak PMT to be located in an area of the 
PMT array that can be surrounded by other PMTs such that the PMT cluster is substantially symmetrical about both 

10 axis. Such a PMT cluster is shown in Figure 7 as PMT cluster 75 with PMT 7 as the peak PMT which Is surrounded 
by outer PMTs. The determination of the peak PMT gives a coarse spatial location for the event and the present 
Invention PMT address table 335 Is able to utilize this coarse location of the event in determining the PMT cluster 
constitution for that event so that the fine spatial location may be provided via the centroid computation of the DEP 300. 
[0106] Two PMT cluster types (long edge and short edge) correspond to PMT clusters having peak PMTs located 

15 on the edge of the detector PMT array. Edge PMT clusters are not symmetrical about one axis. The PMT an-ay of the 
present invention is rectangular and contains a long edge and a short edge and depending on the edge location of the 
peak PMT, the PMT cluster defined thereby can be a long edge PMT cluster or a short edge PMT cluster. The PMT 
clusters of these types are different because the light distribution at the long and short edges are different. An edge 
type PMT cluster is shown in Figure 7 as PMT cluster 73 having PMT 38 as the peak PMT. The fourth type of PMT 

20 cluster of the present invention is a comer PMT cluster and the PMT of this type is located in a comer type of the PMT 
array, such as PMT cluster 71 of Figure 7 having peak PMT 46. This PMT cluster type is not symmetrical about either 
axis. It Is appreciated that the above PMT cluster types are exemplary and many other PMT cluster types may be 
utilized within scope of the present invention depending on the particular geometry of the PMT array utilized and the 
geometry of the detector head. 

25 [0107] It is appreciated that for a given peak PMT address, the type value for the PMT cluster can change depending 
on the selected resolution of the spatial computation. For instance, a nomnal type PMT cluster at high resolution having 
the same peak PMT may be different from the PMT cluster generated at low resolution for the same peak PMT (which 
may be an edge type cluster). This Is the case because at higher resolution, more PMTs are required (e.g., 17 or 19) 
to complete the PMT cluster rather than 7 for the low resolution cluster and these additional PMTs may overrun the 

30 edge of PMT array. 

[01 08] Type fields are important because the PMT cluster type will effect the x and y weights assigned to a particular 
PMT of a particular PMT cluster in the spatial computation. For Instance, PMT cluster types that are symmetrical about 
only one axis (e.g.. edge types) will have modified weight values assigned to those PMTs of the PMT cluster that are 
located along the axis that is not symmetrical. For instance, refer to Figure 3 which illustrates a spatial computation 

35 based on a normal PMT cluster type. The spatial coordinate is computed from an average of a sum based on the 
weight of a PMT multiplied by the integrated channel signal of the PMT for each PMT of the PMT cluster. The weight 
values for the PMTs must be adjusted in the computation of a spatial coordinate along an axis for which a PMT cluster 
is not symmetrical. Referring to Figure 3, assume that PMTs 2 and 3 were not available because PMT 0 was located 
along an edge. The resulting PMT cluster is composed of PMTs 0, 1,6. 5, and 4 and is not symmetrical about the X 

40 axis. For the coordinate computation of the X axis coordinate, the average calculation would be skewed or shifted to 
the left because the PMTs of the right (e.g., PMTs 2 and 3) are missing. Therefore, the weight values of the PMTs of 
the resulting PMT cluster must be reduced to compensate for the skew to the left. The same Is true for comer PMT 
clusters, however the weight values must be adjusted for the computation of both coordinates because comer PMT 
clusters are not symmetrical to the X or Y axis. 

45 [0109] The weight adjustment of the PMTs based on the PMT cluster type field is made by the weight circuit 345 and 
will be discussed further below. 

[01 1 0] Refer to Figure 8 which illustrates the format of the PMT address table circuit 335 for low resolution selection. 
The PMT address table circuit 335 is addressed by the peak PMT address value and also addressed by the count 
value (here shown from zero to n). Circuit 335 contains an entry for each of the 55 PMTs of the detector array. For 

50 each peak PMT, the circuit 335 outputs a PMT cluster type value and the PMT addresses of the PMT cluster. The 
output of the circuit 335 is (1) a PMT cluster type value and (2) the PMT addresses (a "PMT list") of the PMTs of the 
PMT cluster defined by the peak PMT address. Since the PMT clusters are programmable and of variable size and 
PMT number, a "stop" indicator is placed at the end of the PMT list (or Included as part of the last PMT address entry). 
Exemplary data is shown in Figure 8 and corresponds to the PMT clusters shown in Figure 7. The first entry shown of 

55 Figure 8 relates to PMT cluster 74 of Figure 7 and PMT 7 is the peak PMT and the PMT duster is a normal type having 
PMTs 1, 8, 20, 19. 36, and 18. Entry 38 of Figure 8 relates to PMT cluster 73 of Figure 7 and is an edge type PMT 
cluster. Entry 46 of Figure 8 relates to PMT cluster 71 of Figure 7 and is a comer PMT duster. 
[0111] The data stored in the memory circuit 335 that is used to formulate the PMT dusters for each peak PMT can 
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be programmable and may be downloaded from the computer system 1112. In such an embodiment, different datasets 
may be loaded Into the memory circuit 335 for different configurations. Alternatively, the circuit 335 may be implemented 
using static ROM memory. 

[0112] Based on a clock signal, the sequence counter 390 of the present invention will present the count field over 
s bus 367 (one at a time) and this count value will address the circuit 335 along with the peak PMT address to output 
(1 ) the PMT cluster type and (2) the PMT address of the PMT cluster as shown in Figure 8. 
[0113] It is appreciated that depending on the desired resolution of the gamma camera, the PMT address table 335 
of the present Invention will output different sized PMT clusters for each PMT cluster type. For instance, if high resolution 
spatial determination is required, then the PMT clusters will be increased in size to include 17 to 19 PMTs for a normal 
10 PMT cluster (instead of seven for normal cluster types in low resolution). Edge and comer PMT clusters will be increased 
accordingly in number. Therefore, in an alternative embodiment of the present invention, the PMT address table 335 
receives an additional signal indicating low or high resolution and this signal will address the table to supply the ap- 
propriate centrotding information based on the required resolution. Alternatively, the entire table 335 may be reloaded 
with a different data set to vary the resolution. 
15 [0114] Given the design of the PMT address table of Figure 8, the number of PMTs of a given PMT cluster may easily 
be increased since the stop indicator, which marks the completion of the PMT cluster, is readily adjusted. Further, as 
stated above, the PMT cluster type corresponding to a particular peak PMT address may vary from low to high resolution 
settings. 

20 VARIABLE PMT WEIGHTS PER PMT 

[0115] According to the present invention, the weight table circuit 345 outputs x and y coordinate weights for each 
PMT of the PMT cluster based on the PMT address and the PMT cluster type information, both of which are generated 

by the PMT address table 335. Figure 9 illustrates the weight table circuit 345 of the present invention. Depending on 
25 the type of PMT cluster (e.g., normal type, long edge type, short edge type , corner type, or other type) that the PMT 
is contained within, the x and y coordinate weights output from the circuit 345 for the PMT will vary. For each PMT 
address (e.g., from PMTO to PMT54), the present Invention provides a separate and programmable weight value for 
each coordinate computation (e.g., Wx and Wy) that varies by PMT cluster type. The values Wx are output over bus 
362 and the values Wy are output over bus 357. As will be discussed below, the determination of the peak PMT gives 
30 a coarse spatial location for the event and the present invention weight table 345 is able to utilize this coarse location 
of the event in determining the proper weight values to assign the PMTs of the PMT duster. The fine spatial location 
Is computed via the centroid computation of the DEP. In such manner, the PMT address value signal over bus 372 and 
the type signal over bus 377 address the circuit 345. 

[0116] Since some PMT clusters are not symmetrical about a given axis, for instance the X axis or Y axis for an edge 
35 type PMT cluster, the weight values associated with these axis are adjusted or varied in order to balance out the 
coordinate computation. This is accomplished by the present invention in order to compensate for the missing PMTs 
(of one axis) that are not available to provide a symmetric computation. For comer PMT clusters, the weight values 
associated with both axis are adjusted to compensate for the missing PMTs (of both axis) needed to provide a symmetric 
computation. Typically the weight values are decreased for certain PMTs in order to perform the above balancing. The 
<o values weight table 345 of the present Invention may also be developed empirically based known events for certain 
locations. 

[0117] Further, other factors such as the crystal boundaries, optical interfaces, and PMT photocathode properties 
can make the PMT contribution different depending on the location of the event. Since, the peak PMT address gives 
some indication of the coarse location of the event, the weight table 345 can compensate for the above factors by 

45 providing variable weights. 

[0118] Therefore, the present invention provides the ability to adjust or alter the weight values for a given PMT 
depending on the PMT cluster type in which the PMT Is located. Depending on the location of the peak PMT, the weight 
values for the PMTs used in the centroid computation may alter. These weight values are also dependent on the peak 
PMT address since the peak PMT address defines the PMT cluster type within the present invention. The ability to 

50 assign different weighting factors based on the peak PMT location permits higher accuracy in the centroid computations 
and reduces the demands on the correction processing steps. This contributes to allowing the detector 80 to have 
larger field of view without increasing the crystal dimensions. 

[0119] The data stored In the memory circuit 345 of Figure 9 that is used to provide the variable weights for each 
PMT can be programmable and may be downloaded from the computer system 1112. In such an embodiment, different 
55 datasets may be loaded into the memory circuit 345 for different configurations. Alternatively, the circuit 345 may be 
implemented using static ROM memory. 

[0120] In operation, as the counter 390 counts sequentially, the PMT address table 335 outputs a sequential listing 
of PMT addresses within the PMT duster. The type signal generated by bus 377 addresses the MSBs of the of the 
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memory 345 and the PMT addresses are the LSBs. As each PMT is generated over bus 372. the memory circuit 345 
generates an X and Y weight value (over buses 357 and 362) associated with the current PMT output over bus 372. 
This information is fed to the centroiding circuitry for computation of the spatial coordinate a the gamma event. 

AUTQGAIN CORRECTION 

[0121] As will be discussed further below, the autogain calibration of the present invention contain two phases: (1) 
an initial calibration; and (2) a routine calibration. The routine calibration can be performed with the collimator installed 
or with the collimator removed. 

[01 22] The present invention provides a procedure for automatically calibrating the gain of each PMT channel without 
removing the collimator during the routine gain calibration phase. This is beneficial at least since the gain calibration 
may be performing during periods of quality control without removal of the collimator while imaging a sheet source (e. 
g., Co-57) and thus saving time and effort. Further, since collimator removal is a laborious and time consuming proce- 
dure, the automatic gain calibration of the present invention provides an efficient mechanism for gain correction. The 
computer system 1112 adjusts a prea m pi ifi cation gain (Gp) for each PMT by using coarse and fine gain values. The 
coarse gain adjustment is accomplished by generating a digital gain value that is converted to an analog signal by a 
DAC and applied at input 220 of the preamplification circuit (280(1)) for each channel(i). The fine gain adjustment Is 
implemented in the calibration table 31 5 as a look-up table. The computer system 1112 stores the cunrent value of both 
the coarse and fine gain (Gp) for each channel. The computer system 1112 also performs the automatic gain adjustment 
procedure as will be discussed in further detail below. 

[0123] The effective gain associated with each PMT channel has two separate components. The first component is 
the physical gain associated with the individual PMT itself (Gt) and this gain is established by the physical characteristics 
of the PMT. The second component Is the corresponding preamplifier gain (Gp). As is known, the PMT physical gain, 
Gt, may vary over time and change in the long term (e.g., over hours or days). These variations In the Gt create the 
problem that the present invention solves by adjusting the Gp gain associated with each PMT channel individually to 
compensate for the changes in Gt to obtain a stable (fixed effective gain) for each PMT channel. 
[0124] The preamplification gain, Gp, contains two components. For each channel, the first component of the pream- 
plification gain Gp is the gain applied to the output channel signal within the preamplification stages. 280(i). for each 
channel (e.g., coarse adjustment); this component Is applied at gain circuit 222 via input 220. A second component 
(e.g.,. fine adjustment) of the preamplification gain Gp is supplied by the calibration table 315. If the gain of a particular 
channel does not vary by more than some small percentage (e.g., 5%) then the gain value found within the calibration 
table for that channel is altered, not the gain applied at the preamplification stage for that channel. 
[0125] The effective gain, Gt*Gp, is to remain fixed over time to yield the same output signal of a particular radionu- 
clide emitting photon with distinct energy. The fixed gain of each PMT channel will give stable x, y coordinates and 
total energy values which will increase the time between required recalibration of the camera's energy, linearity and 
uniformity correction factors. Another advantage of the autogain calibration of the present invention is that it brings 
back the camera to its state when it was initially calibrated and when uniformity conrection factors were generated. 
[0126] In view of this, since the gain Gt may vary due to the physical characteristics of the PMT, the present invention 
compensates for this variation by altering the computer controlled value of the Gp gain that is applied to data from 
each channel. In this way, the automatic gain correction procedure of the present invention will maintain the resultant 
gain (e.g., Gt * Gp) at a fixed value for each channel. The actual value of this fixed amount can be determined and/or 
measured during manufacturing or at the site of installation and operation of the scintillation detector. Since energy, 
linearity and uniformity corrections are based on a fixed gain of each of the calibrated photomultiplier channels of the 
array, it is advantageous to maintain this calibration throughout the operational cycles of the gamma camera system 
so that the gains of the PMT channels are closely calibrated to match the gain when the energy, linearity and uniformity 
correction factors were calibrated. 

[0127] Central and Obscured PMTs . Figure 10 illustrates an exemplary PMT anray of the present invention as well 
as a collimator 83 that Is positioned in front of the PMT array. The collimator 83 contains an inner region 615 composed 
of a honeycomb of holes with lead septas allowing radiation of a particular Incident angle to pass there through. The 
collimator 83 also contains a second region (edge region) 83 that is solid lead and partially and fully covers some edge 
and comer PMTs. PMTs having their surfaces located totally under region 615 are the central PMTs (centrally located) 
and PMTs having a portion of their surfaces located under region 61 0 are called obscured PMTs. The present invention 
provides an automatic procedure and apparatus for calibrating the gain factors of each PMT of the array (including 
those PMTs that are obscured) while leaving the collimator installed during the routine calibration procedure. 
[0128] Each PMT has an area 570 associated with it directly over the PMT surface, see region 570 of PMT 24 for 
instance(in Figure 10). Although only one area 570 is shown, it is appreciated that each PMT of Figure 10 has an 
associated region 570 located above its individual surface. The actual shape and size of the region 570 can be varied 
(e.g.. it may circular, square, hexagonal, etc.). In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, this area 570 is 
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circular and covers substantially all of the area above a given PMT. This central region 570 will be used for calibration 
of the preampiification gains (including adjustment of the calibration table) of each PMT when the collimator is removed 
and each centrally located PMT when the collimator is installed. (Some PMTs can be located only partially over the 
Nal crystal layer and therefore will receive less light.) 

[0129] Strip Regions 910 . Figure 11 illustrates specialized regions 910 (one associated with each obscured PMT) 
utilized by the present invention for performing gain calibration for the obscured PMTs of the scintillation detector. 
Figure 11 illustrates two obscured PMTs 39 and 40 that are obscured by the collimator's solid lead region 610 (when 
installed) as well as a group of centrally located PMTs (0-6) that are situated inside region 615 where the collimator 
consists of holes permitting radiation to pass through. The region 910, or "strip" area is associated the obscured PMT 
39 but a separate strip area 910 is also associated with each obscured PMT of the scintillation detector. Figure 11 
illustrates only one such strip region 910 associated with obscured PMT 39. This region 910 may be of a variety of 
different geometries and in the preferred embodiment is semi-annular and extends In an arc fashion surrounding a 
region that Is located substantially equidistant from the center of its corresponding obscured PMT 39. 
[0130] It is appreciated that this strip region 910 may vary in size and shape consistent with the present invention. 
However, in a preferred embodiment of the present invention, this region 91 0 is located such that it extends substantially 
equidistant from the center of its associated PMT and generally adopts a thin shape as shown in Figure 11. A further 
requirement of strip 910 is that it extend substantially (if not fully) within the region 615 of the collimator that allows 
gamma rays to pass through. 

[01 31] When the collimator is installed onto the scintillation detector, the present invention is not capable of performing 
gain calibration on the obscured PMTs utilizing an area located directly over their surfaces, such as region 570, because 
no gamma events are detected under region 610 due to the presence of the collimator's edge. Therefore, the present 
invention performs gain calibration for obscured PMTs by recording information associated with gamma events that 
are detected within the exposed strip area 910 associated with each obscured PMT. In general, the present invention 
measures the integrated channel response of an associated PMT, e.g., PMT 39, in response to all gamma events that 
occur within the strip area 910 over a sample interval during the initial calibration. This information will be used to adjust 
the gain of obscured PMT 39. 

[0132] PMTs of a PMT cluster detect different amounts of energy responsive to a gamma interaction depending on 
their spatial relationship to the interaction. Refer to Figure 12 which illustrates an exemplary and typical PMT cluster 
553. For a given gamma interaction (e.g., 140 keV), approximately 4000 separate 3eV visible scintillation photons are 
emitted from the crystal 81 and of which only 50% are detected. Depending upon the size of the PMTs, if the gamma 
interaction occurs within the center of region 570, the center PMT will collect and report approximately 45 percent of 
the detected light energy. The surrounding adjacent six PMTs each collect approximately 8% of the detected energy. 
For a number of detected gamma events located near the center of region 570 of the center PMT, the center PMT 
should produce an integrated output voltage proportional to approximately 1000 3eV light photons. Each of the adja- 
cently surrounding PMTs should output a integrated mean voltage proportional to 160 3eV light photons for the gamma 
events occurring within 570. 

[0133] Refer to Figure 13A. Figure 13B, and Figure 13C which illustrate processing steps executed by the computer 
system 1 1 1 2 of the present invention for performing automatic gain calibration/adjustment of the preampiification gains 
Gp (e.g., associated with circuits 280(i) and the adjustment within the calibration table 315) for each channel of the 

scintillation detector. 

[0134] Figure 13A illustrates the process flow 950 of the present invention that is used to perform initial or original 
calibration of the scintillation detector and is typically performed prior to the energy, linearity, and uniformity calibration. 
The energy, linearity, and uniformity calibration can be performed at the manufacturing site or can be performed at the 
operational site of the camera system. This Is done prior to operational imaging of a patient. As shown, at step 957, 
the collimator is removed (if present) from the scintillation detector and the array of photomultipliers is irradiated with 
a uniform flood field of known energy gamma radiation (e.g., a known isotope is utilized). For all events that are detected 
within the regions 570 of Figure 1 2 (for each PMT), the total energy of the events are recorded, individually, into memory 
1102 and associated with the appropriate PMT such that a distribution is formed for each PMT of only those events 
that were detected above the PMT. The memory 1102 stores the information in a matrix form that associates a given 
PMT with a distribution of the total energy of gamma events detected within region 570 for that given PMT. At block 
957, a measured peak total energy value of the distribution is determined by the computer system for each PMT. 
[0135] Since a known isotope is utilized, its total energy is known (e.g., nominal total energy peak). At block 959 for 
each PMT, the measured total energy peak value, as reported by the scintillation detector at block 957. is compared 
by the present invention against the known ("nominar) total energy peak value associated with the isotope. Within 
block 961 of Figure 13A, the gain of each PMT channel is then adjusted such that the measured total energy peak 
value matches the known or nominal total energy peak value. 

[0136] For instance, since the energy detected by the sdntillation detector responsive to each gamma event of the 
flood field is known (e.g.. X), the peak energy calculated and associated with all PMTs is compared against the known 
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value (X), and the gain (Gp) of the PMT is adjusted up or down accordingly such that the measured value and the 
nominal value are equal. It is appreciated that both the gain values associated with the preamplification circuits 280(1) 
and also associated with the calibration table 315 are adjusted at block 961. The gain values associated with the 

preamplification circuits are a coarse gain and the gain values of the calibration table 315 are fine adjustment values. 
5 At block 961 , the gain values are also applied to the preamplification channels and the calibration table 315 for each 
PMT channel. 

[0137] Refer to Figure 12 which illustrates a PMT cluster of PMTs 0, 2. 10, 11 . 12, 4. and 3 (center). The total energy 
of events occumng within region 570 of PMT 3 is recorded and stored over a number of events and a measured peak 
energy value is determined from the energy distribution (at block 957). For events occunring within region 570 for PMT 

10 3, PMT 3 is inherently the central PMT (of the PMT cluster). Therefore, it is expected that the central PMT detects 
approximately 45% of the light energy (X) detected by the detector. If the total energy of the detected event (at region 
570) is 5% higher than the expected value of X, then the gain Gp of the center PMT 3 Is adjusted downward by 10% 
(at block 961 ) because approximately 45% of 10% adjustment will equally compensate for the detected 5% deviation. 
This is performed for each of the 55 PMTs of the PMT array. 

15 [0138] However, the above gain (Gp) correction ignores the contribution of the peripheral PMTs. It is true that one 
or more of the peripheral PMTs (e.g.. 0, 2, 10, 11, 12, or 4) may have a deviant gain which, for example, may cause a 
5% energy deviation for events detected within 570 of PMT 3. If this is the case, then the above correction to the gain 
(Gp) of PMT 3 may have been made in error. Therefore, the present invention, at block 963, performs the above gain 
calibration/adjustment for each of the 55 PMTs a number of different times in an iterative procedure (e.g., 10 to 20 

20 times but the number is programmable) to account for the possibility of inaccurate adjustments. Based on this iterative 
procedure, the effects of inaccurate gain adjustments become significantly reduced as each PMT is eventually adjusted 
as a center PMT for each iteration. At the end of the processing of the last iteration, the final preamplification gain (Gp) 
assigned to each PMT is recorded In memory 1102 (or other storage unit) at step 965. Each gain value is stored 
associated with its PMT. 

25 [0139] Referring to Figure 13A, block 967 is then entered. The collimator remains removed from the detector and 
the PMT array is again illuminated with the same flood field radiation. For each "obscured" PMT (e.g.. not obscured 
during block 960. but obscured when the collimator is subsequently installed), a region 910 is defined that extends into 
the field of view of the detector that will encompass the open region 615 of the collimator (when installed). For each 
"obscured" PMT, each gamma interaction that occurs within its region 910 is recorded by the computer system 1112 

30 at block 967. The integrated channel output for that "obscured" PMT is then recorded to memory 1102 and an energy 
distribution is formed wherein the peak energy value is then determined at block 969. In the preferred embodiment, 
the "obscured" PMT Is a peripheral PMT by definition for all gamma events that occur within its associated region 910, 
therefore, the "obscured" PMT is expected to receive a fraction, C, of the total event energy (wherein C is less than 
10 percent). For the example of Figure 11, this would represent a fraction, C, of the value X (2000 photons of 3eV 

35 each) as reported by the detector. The measured peak integrated channel signal detected at block 960 for the "ob- 
scured" PMT should register roughly a fraction of X. or C*X. 

[0140] For instance, (see Figure 11) for all events occurring within the region 910 associated with PMT 39, the inte- 
grated channel signal output associated with PMT 39 is recorded until a distribution is formed in memory 1102. This 
is performed for each obscured PMT (with respect to Its associated strip area 91 0) over a number of gamma interactions 
40 (e.g., 500, but the number is programmable). The peak PMT signal of the distribution of integrated channel signals for 
each obscured PMT is then recorded into memory 1102 or other storage unit associated with its PMT. Processing of 
block 950 then returns. 

[0141] At the completion of the process 950, the present invention calibrates each PMT tube of the array according 
to events that occur over each PMT and records this gain value in memory. Process 950 also records the peak integrated 
<5 channel signal for each obscured PMT in response to events that are detected with the obscured PMTs Individual strip 
region 910. 

[0142] Refer to Figure 13B which illustrates the routine calibration process 970 of the automatic gain correction of 
the present invention when the collimator Is removed. Routine calibration 970 can be performed at the operational site 
for calibration of the scintillation detector while the collimator is removed. The processing of blocks 971-979 are anal- 
50 ogous to the processing tasks 957-965 of Figure 13A. Therefore, at block 979 of Figure 138, the corrected gain values 
are stored in memory 1102 and implemented within the preamplification stages 280{i) and the calibration table 315 for 
each channel. Since the collimator is removed, there are not any actual obscured PMTs. 

[0143] Refer to Figure 13C which illustrates the routine calibration process 980 of the automatic gain correction of 
the present invention when the collimator is installed. Routine calibration 980 can be performed at the operational site 
55 for calibration of the scintillation detector while the collimator installed. At block 981 , a uniform flood field source is 
placed in front of the collimator. Interactions occur over the PMT array and the total energy of events detected over 
the center region (570) of each central PMT (e.g., non-obscured PMT) are recorded in memory 1102 and associated 
with that PMT. A distribution is recorded for each central PMT and a measured total energy peak value is determined 
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for each central PMT. Block 981 is analogous to block 957 except the processing for block 981 is applicable only to 
central PMTs. The presence of the collimator does not interfere with this process because the centrally located PMTs 
are under the open section 615 of the collimator. 

[0144] At block 983, for each obscured PMT, the present invention records the integrated channel signals from the 
obscured PMT only for gamma events that occur within that obscured PMTs associated strip region 910. A separate 
distribution of integrated channel signals is recorded for each obscured PMT and stored in memory 1102 (or other 
storage device). As stated above, the strip regions 910 associated with the obscured PMTs are aligned with the central 
portion of the collimator. The processing of block 983 is analogous to block 967, except at block 983 the collimator 
remains installed. It is appreciated that blocks 981 and 983, of process 980, can occur coincidentally 
[0145] At block 985 of Figure 1 3C, the measured total energy peak values of the central (e.g., non-obscured) PMTs 
as reported from block 981 are compared against the known (nominal) total energy peak values for each central PMT 
channel. The gain value for each central PMT is then adjusted accordingly. The processing of block 985 is analogous 
to the processing of block 959 except only central PMTs are processed in block 985. The new computed gain values 
for the central PMTs are stored in memory 1102 (or similar storage device). 

[0146] At block 987 the present invention, for each obscured PMT channel, compares the measured spectrum peak 
value (that was measured within block 983) against the stored peak value associated with that obscured PMT channel 
(that was stored by block 969). At block 987, the present invention computes a new gain (by Increasing or decreasing 
the current gain) for each obscured PMT such that the measured value matches the stored value for each obscured 
PMT. This can be performed by a straight ratio computation (e.g., if the measured spectrum peak value reported from 
block 983 is 10% larger than the stored value from block 969, then the current gain for that obscured PMT is reduced 
by 10%, etc.). At block 987, the newly computed gain for each obscured PMT is then recorded in memory 1102 (or 
similar storage device). 

[0147] At block 989 of Figure 13C. the present invention then applies the newly computed gains of: (1) the central 
PMTs as computed in block 985; and (2) the obscured PMTs as computed in block 987, to the appropriate preamplifi- 
cation circuits 280{i) and the appropriate locations within the calibration table 315 for each channel. The preamplification 
circuit contains the coarse gain control while the calibration table 31 5 provide fine gain control. At block 991 , the present 
invention performs the processing in an iterative manner over a number of times (a programmable number) to refine 
the calibration and adjustment. When done, processing flows to block 993 where the newly adjusted gain values for 
each channel (central and obscured) are stored in memory 1102 (or other storage unit). 

[0148] It is appreciated that processes 970 and 980 can be performed by the camera system at any time. By per- 
forming the process 980 before imaging sessions of the gamma camera system, the preamplification gains of the PMT 
array are calibrated automatically such that the responses of the PMTs remain essentially the same as v\^en they were 
calibrated at the factory. This will cause the scintillation detector to be calibrated to match the response it had when 
the energy, linearity, and uniformity correction values were created. This match between the energy, linearity, and 
uniformity correction factors and the detector response improves image quality. 

[0149] In an alternative embodiment of the present invention, in lieu of using a peak energy determination of the 
distributions of processes 959, 969, 973, 985, and 987, an average or mean computation can be utilized. A "repre- 
sentative" data value of an energy or signal distribution can therefore be the peak, average, mean, or similar function, 
of such distribution. 

[01 50] In another alternative embodiment of the present invention, the integrated channel signals for each obscured 
PMT are not measured to perform the gain correction for these PMTs. In lieu of the integrated channel signals being 
recorded, the total energy of the events occurring within the strip regions 910 are recorded and an representative 
energy value is computed for this distribution for each obscured PMT. The above is performed for both blocks 967 and 
983 such that the total energy of each gamma event is recorded and compared. 

[0151] It is appreciated that the data related to the integrated channel signals that is needed by the above procedure 
is gained via the computer system 1112 from the DEP 300 from bus 397 (see Figure 2D). The total energy for a given 
event is supplied over bus 322 of DEP 300. In each case where channel information Is gathered for gamma events 
detected within specific XY regions, the present invention provides a coincidence circuit for comparing the XY coordi- 
nate of the event as output from bus 327 and 332 and the circuit compares this coordinate value against the known 
region (e.g., area 570 or strip region 910). If a match occurs, then the desired data is sampled either via bus 322 for 
the total energy signal or via bus 397 for the specific channel data. Alternatively, this specific channel data can also 
be supplied directly from buffer 325 of the DEP 300. 

VARIABLE DYNAMIC COMPRESSION 

[0152] The present invention DEP 300 circuit provides a programmable, variable dynamic compression table 355 
(Figure 2D) so that the energy response of a PMT can be adjusted using a programmable digital function stored in 
memory rather than using dedicated analog hardware, as in the prior art. In effect, the dynamic compression table 355 
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of the present invention is utilized in place of the well known analog breakpoint driver circuits of the prior art. The 
breakpoint driver circuits of the prior art are composed of analog circuits (including diode networks) for adjusting the 
PMT output. However, opposite to the present Invention, the prior art circuits are not programmable or readily modifi- 
able. 

5 [01 53] The dynamic compression table 355 may be composed of programmable memory or static memory (ROM or 
PROM). If programmable memory Is utilized, it may be composed of a number of well known memory types, such as 
RAM or EEPROM. 

[0154] The dynamic compression table 355 of the present invention performs two tasks: (1 ) it reduces or eliminates 
noisy signals from PMTs far from the point of the gamma interaction; and (2) its shapes the remaining signals in order 

10 to obtain a more uniform spatial response across the detector. Digital implementation of this procedure allows the use 
of relatively simple linear preamplifiers thus reducing the complexity and cost of the analog electronics, and Improving 
the long term stability of the system. The Dynamic compression table 355 is utilized to alter the signal output from each 
PMT channel to remove nonlinearity so that when the signal summed with other altered signals, the resultant summation 
signal is more linear Refer to Figure 14A which Illustrates the normalized energy response of a PMT based on the 

15 distance from the PMT center at which a gamma interaction occurs. The response 652 Is the signal before correction 
by the dynamic compression table and response 650 illustrates the corrected or compressed response as output from 
the compression logic of the DEP 300. Due to the characteristics and physics of the PMT, the response is overiy 
elevated for events that occur near the center of the PMT, therefore the compression logic reduces this response 
accordingly. 

20 [0155] Refer to Figure 14B. The overiy elevated response of the PMT tube near the tube's center poses a problem 
because when summed with other neighboring PMT's responses, the summation signal is not linear. The accuracy of 
the centroid computation depends, in part, on the linearity of the summation signal as evidenced from the centroid 
computations as previously described herein. Figure 14B is a plot of PMT response over PMT position for 5 PMTs in 
a particular single axis. Response 654 Is the summation of each of the 5 PMT signals. Figure 14B illustrates that the 

25 summation signal 654 (sum of the PMT responses 655-658) can be slightly nonlinear, and this nonlinearity tends to 
reduce the spatial accuracy of the centroid computation. The dynamic compression table 355 and subtracter circuit 
391 provides an adjustment to the input PMT integrated channel signal over bus 352 to allow a more linear summation 
signal. In affect, after compensation by the dynamic compression table 355, the summation signal 654 has a more 
linear slope. 

30 [0156] Figure 15A illustrates a graph of the input energy response (normalized to global energy) 664 of a PMT 
channel and the desired normalized altered response 662 as a result of the dynamic compression procedure of the 
present invention. As shown, for moderate energy levels the higher the energy the more the attenuation. Since the 
dynamic compression procedure operates on normalized values, the dynamic compression table 355 receives, as an 
input, the global energy over bus 322. The dynamic compression table 355 outputs, over bus 392, the value of the 

35 offset or difference between signal 664 and 662 (for a given input signal over bus 352) multiplied by the global energy 
(GE). Therefore, the output of the energy table 355 of the present Invention Is not normalized. The subtracter 391 then 
subtracts this output of table 355 from the uncorrected PMT channel signal supplied over bus 352. The result is a 
corrected or compressed Integrated channel signal over bus 397. Figure 15B illustrates the response of the conversion 
utilized by the present invention for normalized input signals less than 15 percent of the max signal value. As shown, 

40 the corrected energy curve 662 is slightly higher in value than the input or uncorrected curve 664. 

[0157] In a particular embodiment, the compression table 355 is 6 x 8 x 14 (32k) in size and is addressed by the 6 
MSBs of the global energy signals (322) and the 8 MSBs of the calibrated channel signal (352). Each 2 byte cell 
contains a 14 bit offset value which is subtracted from the 10 bit value of the channel signal 352. The dynamic com- 
pression table 355 is calculated to 14 bits of precision: 8 significant bits plus 6 fractional bits. The finer sampling allows 

45 the X and Y weighted sums to take on a greater number of values, reducing the quantization effects of the integer 
position calculation. The output of the offset value from table 355 is 16 bits and the Input to the subtracter from bus 
352 are the MSB 12 bits. The output from the compression table 355 of the present invention is at a higher resolution 
than the signal over line 352. 

[0158] An exemplary and general compression procedure utilized by an embodiment of the present invention is 
50 Illustrated as the response shown in Figure 1 5A and Figure 1 5B. Since the dynamic compression is a non-linear func- 
tion, the PMT integrated channel signals are scaled by the global energy prior to dynamic compression. The scaling 
allows the dynamic compression function to be independent of energy, which is an improvement over the non-linear 
amplifiers of the prior art. 

[0159] Within this exemplary procedure, the integrated channel signal supplied over line 352 (Ep^j) is scaled, nor- 
55 mallzed, by the global energy (GE) relative to the nominal peak global energy (ge) by: 

Ei„ = Ep,„.*(ge/GE) 
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The value ge is constant and an exemplary value is supplied below. The scaled signal, E|f,, is passed to the dynamic 
compression (rolloff) procedure, D. as shown further below. 

Finally, the compressed signal is scaled back, denormatized, to its original level: 

S = Eft,*(GE/ge) 

where S is the signal that is output over line 387 from the subtracter circuit. The exemplary general roll off procedure 
of the present invention is shown below as: 

D(Ei„) = [SHi*e"^®"'*'^"'^'®^]+[SLo*[e"*®^°*^^°^^^.1]] - bais*SP 



Where : 

20 SLo = LoThresh * SP - Ej^ (for Ej^ < LoThresh * SP) 

SLo = 0 (for Ejn >= LoThresh * SP) 
SHI = Ejn - HiTresh * SP (for E^ > HiTresh * SP) 
SHi = 0 (for Ejn <= HiTresh * SP) 

25 According to the general procedure, SP is the nominal peak calibrated PMT signal and the each of the other parameters 
is expressed as a fraction of SP. LoThresh is the starting point of the low-end rolloff and HiTresh is the starting point 
of the high-end rolloff. RLo is the degrees of low-end rolloff. RHi is the degrees of high-end rolloff. Bias is the DC bias 
to be subtracted from the rolled off function. Preferred results have been achieved with the following parameters (how- 
ever each is programmable and adjustable within the present invention): 

30 

ge = 180 
SP = 200 
LoTresh = 0.08 
HiTresh = 0.25 
35 RLo = 2.5 

RHi = 0.35 
Bias = 0.05 

In the computation of the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the compression table 355 contains only the 
40 offset value that is subtracted from the channel signal, e.g., the difference between lines 662 and 664 of Figure 15B. 
Therefore, the actual value stored in the lookup table 355 is computed based on the difference between the above 
procedure and the channel input signal, times the global energy GE. This is shown below: 



Data output over bus 392 = [ E|n-E|^] * [GE/ge] 

The output over bus 392 is then subtracted from the uncorrected energy of the particular PMT channel. Therefore, the 
procedure below illustrates the corrected or compressed signal: 

Data output over bus 387 = Ep^^ - Data output over bus 392 



The dynamic compression circuit 355 of the present invention ensures that the above subtraction does not yield a 
negative number. Any negative number output is zeroed. 
55 [0160] The above procedure an be reduced and given below assuming a normalized input signal from the range 0 
to 100: 
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= [ E,„-e«'=«*™)'^'» + TL*(e-<"-^>'^°'' -1 ) ] - 0.05 



where: 



E,n = Epmt/GE 

TH = Ejn - 25. if E^ < 25; and TH = 0, if Ej^ <= 25 
TL = 8 - Ejn, if E|n < 8; and TL = 0. if Ej^ >= 8 
0.05 = small baseline offset 

The input to the compression table 355 is GE (over bus 322) and Ep^^ (over bus 352) for a particular PMT channel. 
The output of the table 355 is shown below. The actual value stored in the lookup table is computed based on the 
difference between the above procedure and the normalized input, times the global energy GE. This is shown below: 

Data output over bus 392 = [ Ejn«Ef„] * GE 



The output over bus 392 is then subtracted from the uncorrected energy of the particular PMT channel. Therefore, the 
procedure below Illustrates the corrected or compressed signal: 

20 

Data output over bus 387 = Ep^^ - Data output over bus 392 

The dynamic compression circuit 355 of the present invention ensures that the above subtraction does not yield a 

25 negative number. Any negative number output is zeroed. 

[0161] It Is appreciated that given sufficient memory size within circuit 355 of the DEP 300, the data can be configured 
such that the global energy value GE is input, along with the channel data of bus 352 and the compression table 355 
can then output the corrected value of the PMT channel data directly over bus 387. In this embodiment, the subtracter 
380 is not utilized. Also, the data of the dynamic compression table 355 of the present invention can be further optimized 

30 by modifying the procedures illustrated above. These modifications or optimizations may involve empirical data that is 
particular to a camera system or operating environment. 

[0162] As shown in Figure 15C, another dynamic compression procedure is illustrated that is stored in the dynamic 
compression table 355 and used in a similar manner with similar mechanisms as shown and discussed above. 
[0163] Given the above procedures, the actual data tables (addressed by GE and Epp^^) may readily be determined 

35 by one of ordinary skill in the art and are exemplary only. Because the table 355 is programmable, the level of resolution 
desired by any one embodiment is variable depending on the available size of memory for circuit 355. According to 
the present invention, the data of the dynamic compression table 355 is-generated by data processor 1112 according 
to a programmable set of parameters and the compression procedure shown above and this information is then down- 
loaded into the memory 355. If RAM is utilized, then the actual correction data can be stored in a disk storage 1104 or 

40 ROM 11 03 and then down loaded into the memory 355 before the gamma camera system is used. Therefore, the data 
processor 1112 may store a variety of different procedures and/or correction data tables and a user can select among 
them for generating tables of correction data and for loading them into memory 355 for use in the DEP 300 as system 
calibration. In this alternative, the dynamic compression table 355 is extremely flexible and programmable. Altematively, 
when the memory 355 is EEPROM, the data is programmed into the memory 355 before use and can be reprogrammed 

45 by a technician. 

AUTOMATIC BASELINE COMPENSATION 

[0164] Within the present invention, a slight DC offset (baseline offset) is maintained within each preampllfication 
50 stage for each PMT channel via a digital input to a DAC which controls inputs 212 and 214 of Figure 2C. Shown in 
Figure 16 is an exemplary PMT analog channel output voltage signal 680 as sampled by ADC 236 (of Figure 2C). Due 
to the integration processes performed for an event, negative voltages of signal 680 are unwanted, become clipped, 
and lead to inaccurate integration results. Due to circuit drift of the amplifiers of circuits 280(0) to 280(54) (e.g., due to 
temperature, current flow, etc.) the baseline of the voltage signal 680 as sampled by the ADC 236 may vary and. if left 
55 uncon-ected, may dip below zero. The baseline shift of an individual PMT is typically a fraction of a channel signal, but 
the sum of the shifts over an entire detector can move the global energy peak by several channels. Baseline shifts 
also result in image registration variations. Drift may be compensated for by the use of expensive amplifier circuits, 
but since a separate set of amplifiers is required for each channel, such a solution is not economically practical. The 
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present invention provides an automatic procedure and circuitry for baseline compensation in order to adjust for this 
variable drift by measuring and adjusting the baseline voltage in real-time. 

[0165] In effect, the present invention inserts (via Inputs 212 and 214) a base line compensation voltage amount 
called Vm in order to adjust the analog signal per channel. Each channel has an independent Vm. This is shown in 
s Figure 16. Line 682 shows true zero voltage and the signal 680 is adjusted by an amount Vm. After digitization and 
integration, this offset value Vm must be subtracted from the total, resulting in the net channel signal. Baseline sub- 
traction is performed in the calibration lookup table circuit 315 of the DEP 300 for each channel, and is based on the 
particular Vm Inserted for that channel. 

[0166] The amount of voltage offset applied at 212 and 214 provided by the present invention varies, as discussed 
10 below. However, there is an ideal number Vm, that is computed based on the level of expected noise within the dynamic 
range of the ADC 236. Since this dynamic range is within 1024 units, In one embodiment, and since the expected noise 
percentage is roughly 8 percent, the digital value of Vm is approximately 78 units within the dynamic range of the ADC 
236. Of course this value will vary depending on the specific Implementation of hardware utilized. This value is initially 
used as an offset to control inputs 212 and 214 (a separate input is used for each channel) to offset signal 680. The 
15 value of Vm is determined such that signal 680 does not vary below zero. Vm is also adjusted such that a large portion 
of the dynamic range of the ADC 236 is not consumed by the offset voltage. 

[0167] The actual value of the voltage offset as measured by the ADC 236 (when no event is present) may drift. In 
the present invention, the digital processor 1112 measures the signal output value for a particular channel that is not 
substantially receiving energy from a gamma event. This value should be near the ideal voltage Vm. The sampled 
20 voltage is compared against the ideal voltage and is modified up or down (in a real-time feedback arrangement) to 
closely match the ideal voltage Vm. In this manner, the present Invention compensates for the drift associated with the 
electronics of the preamplification stage for each channel by modifying the value of the offset voltage. This sample and 
adjust procedure is performed separately for each channel. 

[01 68] The present invention procedure for monitoring the analog signal of each channel and for modifying the base- 

25 line of this signal based on the ideal baseline value of Vm is described below. Generally, the present invention provides 
two altemate methods for baseline compensation: (1 ) a method used during periods of low count rate; and (2) a method 
used during periods of high count rate. The computer system 1112 contains a baseline offset matrix of data values In 
memory 1102, one for each channel, that records the current baseline offset voltage applied at inputs 212 and 214. 
The values within this baseline offset matrix are updated by the present invention to compensate for voltage drift of 

30 the amplifier stages of the circuits 280(0) to 280(54). 

[01 69] Refer to Figure 1 7A which illustrates the channel baseline compensation procedure 703 utilized by the present 
invention and performed by digital processor 1112. At 710, the present invention initially determines if the count rate 
detected by the camera system is high or low. High count rate Is determined as a count rate that exceeds 75,000 counts 
per second, but this count rate Is exemplary and is programmable within the present invention. Different procedures 

35 will be implemented by the present invention depending on the camera's count rate. At 715, the digital processor 
determines if the count rate is above the threshold (e.g., 75,000 counts/sec) and, if true, block 760 is performed for 
event triggered baseline correction. If the overall count rate detected by the gamma detector is lower than or equal to 
the threshold amount, then at block 720, the processor 1112 performs software triggered baseline correction. At the 
completion of a correction procedure, the processing is exited via 799. It is appreciated that the flow 703 of the present 

40 invention is repeated throughout the operational duty cycle of the gamma camera Including periods in which the camera 
is idle and also during periods in which the camera is actively engaged in an imaging session. 
[01 70] Software Triggered. Refer to Figure 1 7B which illustrates the software triggered baseline correction procedure 
that is performed during periods of low count rate. Figure 17B illustrates the steps performed by the present invention 
by block 720. At block 724, for each of the channels of the detector 80, the present invention inserts a software generated 

45 trigger that emulates an actual event trigger that would be detected over line 130 of circuit 100 of Figure 2A. For each 
channel, the digital processor 1112 in effect triggers an integrator (e.g., 238 or 240) to begin integrating over a pulse 
period. The integration is performed simultaneously for each channel at block 726 (or altematively in stages) and each 
channel should, ideally, integrate over the baseline voltage since statistically no event is expected to coincide with the 
software triggered pulse period. The software trigger Is also called a false trigger since it Is not initiated based on 

50 detection of a true gamma interaction. Since the software triggered integration does not usually coincide with an event, 
for the most part, the integration performed by the channels will be over a pulse period wherein the baseline voltage 
should, ideally, be very close to Vm. This is the case because the channel should not be generating an output signal 
due to the expected (e.g.. statistically) absence of an event. 

[0171] At block 728, the data generated from the integration of block 726 is recovered from the raw FIFO memory 
55 310 (of DEP 300) by computer system 1112. This memory contains the integrated result of each channel without 
subtraction of the Vm offset (which is performed by the calibration table 315). Optionally, at block 730, the data for 
each channel is divided by the pulse period to normalize the integration in time. This step is optional because if the 
time period of each integration is known, then this time period multiplied by the ideal Vm value can be used as a 
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reference by which the base line offset value can be compensated. Either implementation is within the present invention. 
At block 732, the data for each channel is stored into a separate histogram that is maintained by computer system 
1112 In memory 1102 for each channel. The histogram records the sampled baseline voltage (for a given channel) 
over the number of samples taken. At block 734, the above process is repeated for a next sample until a predetermined 

5 and programmable number of samples is taken. For each sample, the data associated with each histograms are in- 
creased. An exemplary number of samples used by the present invention is 250 samples per channel. Therefore, a 
particular histogram constructed for each channel by block 732 is composed of roughly 250 data points. These histo- 
grams are maintained by the present invention in RAM memory 1102 of the data processor 1112. Assuming 55 channels 
per detector, there needs to be 1 3,750 false counts per calibration process of the present invention for process flow 720. 

10 [0172] At block 736 of Figure 17B, the present invention utilizes the histogram created for a particular channel to 
determine the average value of the sampled baseline offset amount. This determination may be made using a number 
of well known averaging, mean or weighted averaging procedures. Any number of different procedures may be utilized 
consistent within the scope of the present invention at block 736. At block 738, for the particular channel, the average 
is compared against Vm (which is stored In memory by processor 1112 and is constant for each channel). If the average 

15 for the particular channel is greater than Vm, then at block 742 the baseline offset of the particular channel which is 
stored in a baseline offset matrix within memory 1102 (as applied via signals 212 and 214) is decreased by one unit 
and the matrix is updated and block 744 Is entered. If the average for the particular channel is less than Vm, then at 
block 740, the baseline offset of the particular channel (as applied via signals 212 and 214) is increased by one unit 
and the baseline offset matrix is updated and block 744 is entered. Otherwise, if the average value of the baseline is 

20 equal to Vm, then no baseline correction is required and block 744 is entered directly. It is appreciated that there is a 
separate computer controlled pair of inputs. 212 and 214, for each amplification circuit 280(0) to 280(54). 
[0173] At block 744, the above procedure (to block 736) is repeated for each channel, so that the baseline corrections 
for each channel are adjusted (in a feedback anrangement) separately. At block 746 the procedure is exited and the 
histograms maintained in memory 1102 for the above compensation procedure are reset. Therefore, as can be seen 

25 above, the present invention measures the channel voltage for each channel during periods of no expected events 
and records and adjusts the baseline voltage for the channels. Due to drift, these voltages may vary, but should be 
constricted to the value Vm to prevent clipping (due to negative voltage). The present invention provides a measurement 
and compensation procedure to effectively maintain the baseline voltages for each channel to the ideal value. Vm. 
This is performed using a feedback arrangement as shown in Figure 17B thus avoiding the use of expensive circuitry 

30 within the preamplification stages 280(0) to 280(54). 

[0174] It is appreciated that the present invention, for block 720, does not determine in advance if there is a real 
event occuning in coincidence with the sofhvare trigger generated at block 724. Statistically, It is rare (but possible) to 
have an event occur in coincidence with (and therefore interfere with) the software triggered Integration period during 
periods of low count rate. Should an event occur during block 726 of the present invention, that data point will be much 

35 larger than the expected value (due to the PMT responses) and will be effectively excluded statistically from the average 
(or median) computed for the channel at block 736. In an alternative embodiment, the present invention may perform 
an additional step of excluding all data points from the histograms generated in block 732 that exceed a predetermined 
threshold in order to exclude data points corrupted by an event. However, given 250 samples (for instance), the number 
of data points corrupted by an event is very low and is negligible. 

40 [0175] Scintillation Triggered. Refer to Figure 17C and Figure 17D which illustrate the procedure 760 utilized by the 
present invention to provide baseline compensation during periods of high count rates. Procedure 760 utilizes actual 
events to trigger the measurement processes and therefore is called event or scintillation driven baseline correction. 
The process begins at the detection of a gamma event at 764 and flows to 766. An event is detected via a trigger signal 
over line 1 30. For each channel, the trigger pulse causes each integrator to integrate over the pulse period as described 

45 previously herein. Also at block 766, the data from the integration is forwarded to the DEP 300. At block 768. the DEP 
300 determines which channel was the peak channel (e.g., the peak PMT) for the event by using circuit 320 (Figure 
20) described above. 

[0176] Based on the peak PMT value (which is reported back to the digital processor 1112), the present invention 
utilizes a memory circuit 800. as shown In Figure 1 8, to determine which PMTs are spatially near to the peak PMT and 

50 which PMTs are spatially far from the peak PMT Far PMTs are determined to be those PMTs that receive substantially 
no (or negligibly little) energy from the event and near PMTs are those PMTs that receive some energy (e.g., less than 
0.17%, etc.) from the event. As shown in Figure 18. there Is an entry for each PMT in column 805 and column 810 lists 
those PMTs that are near and column 820 contains a list of those PMTs that are far. For each peak PMT there Is a 
group of far PMTs that should receive substantially no energy from the event. For any given event detected at block 

55 764 it is the far PMTs that are sampled by the present invention for baseline correction. The set of far PMTs for a given 
peak PMT address may be determined experimentally by measuring PMT responses for a known peak PMT address 
within a given PMT array. 

[01 77] At block 770 of Figure 1 7C, the present Invention addresses circuit 800 with the peak PMT address (number) 
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to determine the set of far PMTs as reported by column 820. At block 772, for the given event the present invention 
directs computer system 1112 to recover the data associated with each of the far channels as stored in the RAW FIFO 
memory 310 of DEP 300. These far channels should report essentially an integration of the baseline voltage because 
they received an insubstantial amount of energy from the detected event. Optionally, at block 774 the integration data 
5 of the circuit 310 is divided by the pulse period to normalize the data in time for each far channel. At block 776, the 
present invention adds the value of the sampled voltage to the histogram for each far PMT channel sampled. At block 
778, the above procedure is repeated for the next sample. This procedure continues until each channel obtains at least 
a predetermined and programmable number of data points in its histogram. An exemplary number of data points is 
250 samples per channel. 

10 [0178] It is appreciated that for each gamma event at 764, a different number and group of far channels will be 
sampled. Therefore, the number of histograms updated for each event will vary. The present invention therefore main- 
tains a record of the channel having the least number of data points in its histogram and when this channel reaches 
the predetermined number (e.g., 250), block 778 will exit to "A" as shown. 

[0179] Refer to Figure 17D illustrating the remainder of process 760 of the present invention. From "A," the flow 
15 continues to block 780 where the present invention determines the average (e.g., weighted average, median, mean, 
etc.) baseline voltage for each histogram for all the channels. This process is analogous to the process of block 736 
of the software triggered procedure 720 except each histogram of block 780 may contain a different number of data 
points depending on the spatial distribution of the detected gamma events. At block 782, the present invention deter- 
mines for a particular channel if its average baseline voltage amount is larger than Vm. If so, then at block 786 the 
20 offset voltage stored in the baseline voltage matrix (and as asserted by signals 212 and 214) is decreased for that 
channel and block 788 is entered. If the average voltage is less than Vm for a particular channel, then at block 784 the 
baseline voltage as stored in the baseline voltage matrix is increased for that channel and block 788 is entered. If the 
average baseline offset voltage for the channel is equal to Vm, then no correction is required and block 788 is entered 
directly 

25 [0180] At block 788, the present invention repeats from block 780 for the next channel until all baseline voltages of 
channels of the detector head are compensated. At block 790. the process 760 exists. It is appreciated that in the 
event that two gamma events are detected within a small window of time, one event may trigger the calibration sample 
(e.g., block 764) and the other event may interfere with the integration of the far PMTs and therefore increase or interfere 
with the sample data. In these statistically rare cases, as with the software triggered procedure, these corrupted data 

30 points are effectively excluded (or minimized) statistically via the averaging functions of the present invention. 

[0181] Therefore, as shown above, this embodiment of the present invention provides a mechanism and process 
that maintains the baseline offset voltage, per channel, to the ideal value Vm. Drift associated with the transistors of 
the preamplification stage of each channel Is detected and con'ected by using a feedback arrangement. By using the 
approach of the present invention, the preamplification stages of the detector circuitry may be implemented using less 

35 expensive (e.g., less drift tolerant) circuitry. 

[0182] It is appreciated that during periods of high count rate, the software triggered sampling procedure 720 of the 
present invention becomes less accurate as more events occur during the calibration samples. Therefore, the event 
driven procedure 760 is more accurate for high count rates. At low count rates, the event driven calibration procedure 
760 is not operational because the count rate becomes too low, e.g., background radiation on the order of 40 counts/ 

40 per is too low to perform event driven calibration. Procedure 760 requires that each channel be exposed to at least 
250 counts per baseline adjustment. Therefore, the use of both software driven 720 and event driven 760 baseline 
compensation of the present invention is advantageous for high and low count environments. 
[0183] While the present invention has been described in particular embodiments, it should be appreciated that the 
present invention should not be construed as limited by such embodiments, but rather construed according to the 

45 below claims. 



Claims 

1. An apparatus for correcting baseline voltages of channel signals in a gamma camera system having a scintillation 
detector with a photomultiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier an-ay generates said channel signals, comprising: 

a memory for storing information; 

trigger means for generating a software trigger signal to initiate integration of said channel signals wherein 
each channel signal is integrated to generate an integration result; 

sampling means for sampling each integration result and storing each integration result into a separate location 
of said memory; 

averaging means for averaging data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier to determine 



27 



EP1 104 890 A2 



an average sample value for each photomuitipller; and 

correction means for conrecting a baseline voltage offset value associated with each photomuitipller based on 
said average sample value of each photomuitipller and a constant Ideal voltage value. 

5 2. An apparatus as described in claim 1 wherein said correction means comprises: 

means for increasing said offset value for each photomuitipller if said average sample value for each photo- 
multiplier is less than said ideal voltage value; and 

means for decreasing said offset value for each photomuitipller if said average sample value for each photo- 
10 multiplier is greater than said ideal voltage value. 

3. An apparatus as described in claim 2 further comprising: 

a computer controlled baseline offset circuit associated with each channel signal for providing a baseline offset 
15 voltage for each channel signal, wherein each computer controlled baseline offset circuit is controlled by said 

baseline voltage offset value for each photomuitipller; 

a computer controlled gain circuit associated with each channel signal for providing a gain voltage for each 
channel signal* each computer controlled gain circuit coupled to a computer controlled baseline offset circuit 

of a same channel signal; and 

20 an integration circuit associated with each channel signal for integrating each channel signal, said integration 

circuit coupled to a computer controlled gain circuit of a same channel signal. 

4. An apparatus for correcting baseline voltages of channel signals in a gamma camera system having a scintillation 
detector with a photomuitipller array, wherein said photomultiplier array generates said channel signals, comprising: 

25 

a memory unit for storing information; 

a circuit for generating a software trigger signal to initiate integration of said channel signals wherein each 
channel signal is integrated to generate an integration result; 

a processor for sampling each integration result and storing each integration result into a separate location of 
30 said memory unit; 

said processor for averaging data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier to determine an 
average sample value for each photomultiplier; and 

said processor for correcting a baseline voltage offset value associated with each photomultiplier based on 
said average sample value for each photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

35 

5. An apparatus as described in claim 4 wherein said ideal voltage value is a constant value for all of said channel 
signals. 

6. An apparatus as described in claim 4 wherein said processor is for correcting said baseline voltage offset value 
40 by comparing said average sample value for each photomultiplier against said ideal voltage value. 

7. An apparatus as described in claim 6 wherein said processor is for increasing said baseline voltage offset value 
for each photomultiplier If said average sample value for each photomultiplier is less than said ideal voltage value 
and wherein said processor is for decreasing said baseline voltage offset value for each photomultiplier if said 

45 average sample value for each photomultiplier is greater than said ideal voltage value. 

8. An apparatus as described in claim 4 further comprising: 

a computer controlled baseline offset circuit associated with each channel signal for providing a baseline offset 
50 voltage for each channel signal, wherein each computer controlled baseline offset circuit is controlled by said 

baseline voltage offset value for each photomultiplier; 

a computer controlled gain circuit associated with each channel signal for providing a gain voltage for each 
channel signal, each computer controlled gain circuit coupled to a computer controlled baseline offset circuit 
of a same channel signal; and 

55 an integration circuit associated with each channel signal for integrating each channel signal, said integration 

circuit coupled to a computer controlled gain circuit of a same channel signal. 

9. An apparatus as described in daim 4 wherein said processor generates a software trigger signal to initiate inte- 
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gration of said channel signals during periods of tow count rate detection within said gamma camera system. 

10. An apparatus as described in daim 4 wherein said processor averages data stored in memory and associated 
with each photomultiplier to determine an average sample value for each photomultiplier by performing a mean 

5 function on said data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier. 

11. An apparatus as described in claim 4 wherein said processor samples each integration result and stores each 
integration result into said separate location of said memory unit to create a sampled baseline voltage distribution 
for each photomultiplier. 

10 

12. An apparatus for correcting channel signals in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a 
photomultiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier array generates channel signals, comprising: 

trigger means responsive to a gamma interaction for initiating integration of said channel signals wherein each 
15 channel signal is integrated to generate an integration result; 

peak detection means for identifying a peak photomultiplier of said photomultiplier array; 

address generation means responsive to said peak photomultiplier for generating a listing of photomultiplier 

addresses that are spatially distant from said peak photomultiplier; 

sampling means for sampling each integration result of channel signals associated with said photomultiplier 
20 addresses that are spatially distant from said peak photomultiplier and storing each integration result into a 

separate location of a memory unit; 

averaging means for averaging data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier to determine 
an average sample value for each photomultiplier; and 

correction means for correcting an offset value associated with each photomultiplier based on said average 
25 sample value for each photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

13. An apparatus as described in claim 12 wherein said photomultipliers that are spatially distant from said peak 
photomultiplier receive an insubstantial amount of energy firom said gamma interaction and wherein said correction 
means comprises: 

30 

means for increasing said offset value for each photomultiplier if said average sample value for each photo- 
multiplier is less than said ideal voltage value; and 

means for decreasing said offset value for each photomultiplier if said average sample value for each photo- 
multiplier is greater than said ideal voltage value. 

35 

14. An apparatus as described in claim 13 further comprising: 

a computer controlled baseline offset circuit associated with each channel signal for providing a baseline offset 
voltage for each channel signal, wherein each computer controlled baseline offset circuit is controlled by said 
40 offset value for each photomultiplier; 

a computer controlled gain circuit associated with each channel signal for providing a gain voltage for each 
channel signal, each computer controlled gain circuit coupled to a computer controlled baseline offset circuit 
of a same channel signal; and 

an integration circuit associated with each channel signal for integrating each channel signal, said integration 
<5 circuit coupled to a computer controlled gain circuit of a same channel signal. 

15. An apparatus for correcting channel signals in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a 
photomultiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier array generates channel signals, comprising: 

50 event circuitry for initiating integration of said channel signals in response to a gamma interaction, wherein 

each channel signal is integrated to generate an integration result; 

peak detection circuitry for determining a peak photomultiplier of said photomultiplier array; 

address circuitry responsive to said peak photomultiplier for outputting a set of far photomultipliers that are 

spatially distant from said peak photomultiplier, said address circuitry coupled to said peak detection circuitry; 
55 a processor for sampling each Integration result of channel signals associated with said far photomultipliers 

and for storing each integration result into a separate location of a memory unit; 

said processor for averaging data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier to determine an 
average sample value for each photomultiplier; and 
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said processor for correcting an offset value associated with each photomultiptier based on said average 
sample value for each photomultiptier and an ideal voltage value. 

16. An apparatus as described in claim 15 wherein said ideal voltage value is a constant value for all of said channel 
5 signals. 

17. An apparatus as described in claim 16 wherein said far photomultipliers receive an insubstantial amount of energy 
from said gamma Interaction. 

10 18. An apparatus as described in claim 15 wherein said processor is for increasing said offset value for each photo- 
multiplier if said average sample value for each photomultiplier is less than said ideal voltage value and wherein 
said processor is for decreasing said offset value for each photomultiplier if said average sample value for each 
photomultiplier is greater than said ideal voltage value. 

15 19. An apparatus as described in claim 15 further comprising: 

a computer controlled baseline offset circuit associated with each channel signal for providing a baseline offset 
voltage for each channel signal, wherein each computer controlled baseline offset circuit is controlled by said 
offset value for each photomultiplier; 
20 a computer controlled gain circuit associated with each channel signal for providing a gain voltage for each 

channel signal, each computer controlled gain circuit coupled to a computer controlled baseline offset circuit 
of a same channel signal; and 

an integration circuit associated with each channel signal for integrating each channel signal, said Integration 
circuit coupled to a computer controlled gain circuit of a same channel signal. 

25 

20. An apparatus as described in claim 1 5 wherein said event circuitry is operable during periods of high count rate 
detection within said gamma camera system. 

21. An apparatus as described in claim 15 wherein said processor averages data stored in memory associated with 
30 each photomultiplier to determine an average sample value for each photomultiplier by performing a mean function 

on said data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier. 

22. An apparatus as described In claim 15 wherein said processor samples each integration result and stores each 
integration result into said separate location of said memory to create a sampled baseline voltage distribution for 

35 each photomultiplier based on each channel signal integrated. 

23. An apparatus as described in claim 1 5 wherein said processor averages data stored in memory associated with 
each photomultiplier to determine an average sample value for each photomultiplier after a predetermined number 
of samples are recorded for each photomultiplier of said photomultiplier anray. 

40 

24. An apparatus for correcting channel signals in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a 
photomultiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier array generates channel signals, comprising: 

first means for determining if said gamma camera system is detecting gamma interactions at a high or low 
45 count rate; 

second means for sampling baseline offset values of said channel signals based on software generated trigger 
signals during low count rates; 

third means for sampling baseline offset values of said channel signals based on gamma interaction generated 
trigger signals during high count rates; and 
50 fourth means for correcting baseline offset voltages for each photomultiplier based on sampled baseline offset 

values for each photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

25. An apparatus as described in claim 24 wherein said third means further comprises: 

55 event circuitry for initiating integration of said channel signals in response to a gamma interaction, wherein 

each channel signal is integrated to generate an integration result; 
peak detection drcuitry for determining a peak photomultiplier of said photomultiplier array; 
address circuitry responsive to said peak photomultiplier for outputting a set of far photomultipliers that are 
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spatial distant from said peak photomultiplier, said address circuitry coupled to said peak detection circuitry; 
and 

a processor for sampling each integration result of channel signals associated with said far photomuitipliers 
and storing each integration result into a separate location of a memory unit. 

5 

26. An apparatus as described in claim 24 wherein said second means further comprises: 

a circuit for generating a software trigger signal to Initiate Integration of said channel signals wherein each 
channel signal is Integrated to generate an integration result; and 
10 a processor for sampling each integration result and storing each integration result into a separate location of 

a memory unit. 

27. An apparatus as described in claim 24 wherein said fourth means further comprises: 

15 means for increasing said offset value for each photomultiplier if said average sample value for each photo- 

multiplier is less than said ideal voltage value; and 

means for decreasing said offset value for each photomultiplier if said average sample value for each photo- 
multiplier is greater than said ideal voltage value. 

20 28. An apparatus for correcting channel signals in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a 
photomultiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier array generates channel signals, comprising: 

(a) first means for performing baseline sampling during periods of high count rate, said first means comprising: 

25 (i) event circuitry for initiating integration of said channel signals in response to a gamma interaction, 

wherein each channel signal is Integrated to generate an integration result; 
(ii) peak detection circuitry for determining a peak photomultiplier of said photomultiplier array; 
(ill) address circuitry responsive to said peak photomultiplier for outputting a set of far photomuitipliers 
that are spatially distant from said peak photomultiplier; 

30 (iv) a processor for sampling each integration result of channel signals associated with said far photom- 

uitipliers and storing each integration result into a separate location of a memory unit; 

(b) second means for-performing baseline sampling during periods of low count rate, said second means 

comprising: 

35 

(i) a circuit for generating a software trigger signal to initiate integration of said channel signals wherein 
each channel signal is integrated to generate an integration result; 

(11) said processor for sampling each integration result and storing each integration result into a separate 
location of said memory unit; 

40 

(c) said processor for averaging data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier to determine 
an average sample value for each photomultiplier; and 

(d) said processor for correcting an offset value associated with each photomultiplier based on said average 
sample value for each photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

45 

29. A method for con-ecttng channel signals in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photo- 
multiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier array generates channel signals, comprising the steps of: 

generating a software trigger signal to initiate Integration of said channel signals wherein each channel signal 
50 is integrated to generate an integration result; 

sampling each integration result and storing each integration result into a separate location of a memory unit; 
averaging data stored in memory and associated with each photomultiplier to determine an average sample 
value for each photomultiplier; and 

correcting a baseline voltage offset value associated with each photomultiplier based on said average sample 
55 value for each photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

30. A method as described in daim 29 wherein said step of correcting comprises the steps of: 
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increasing said offset value for each photomultiplier if said average sample value for each photomultiplier is 
less than said ideal voltage value; and 

decreasing said offset value for each photomultiplier if said average sample value for each photomultiplier is 
greater than said ideal voltage value. 

5 

31. A method as described in claim 29 further comprising the steps of: 

providing a baseline offset voltage for each channel signal wherein said baseline offset voltage is controlled 
by said offset value for each photomultiplier; 
10 providing a gain voltage for each channel signal; and 

integrating each channel signal. 

32. A method of claim 29 wherein said step of generating a software trigger is operable during periods of low count 
rate detection within said gamma camera system. 

15 

33. A method of claim 29 wherein said step of averaging data stored in memory associated with each photomultiplier 
to determine an average sample value for each photomultiplier is performed utilizing a mean function. 

34. A method of claim 29 wherein said step of sampling each integration result and storing each integration result into 
20 a separate location of a memory unit comprises the step of sampling each integration result and storing each 

integration result into said separate location of said memory unit to create a sampled baseline voltage distribution 
for each photomultiplier. 

35. A method of correcting channel signals in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photom- 
25 ultiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier array generates channel signals, comprising the steps of: 

initiating Integration of said channel signals in response to a gamma interaction, wherein each channel signal 
Is integrated to generate an integration result; 

determining a peak photomultiplier of said photomultiplier array; 
30 responsive to said peak photomultiplier, outputting a set of far photomultipliers that are spatially distant from 

said peak photomultiplier; 

sampling each integration result of channel signals associated with said far photomultipliers and storing each 
integration result into a separate location of a memory unit; 

averaging data stored in memory associated with each photomultiplier to determine an average sample value 
35 for each photomultiplier; and 

correcting an offset value associated with each photomultiplier based on said average sample value for each 
photomultiplier and an ideal voltage value. 

36. A method as described in claim 35 wherein said step of correcting comprises the steps of: 

40 

increasing said offset value for each photomultiplier if said average sample value for each photomultiplier is 
less than said ideal voltage value; and 

decreasing said offset value for each photomultiplier if said average sample value for each photomultiplier is 
greater than said ideal voltage value. 

45 

37. A method as described in claim 35 wherein said steps of: 

(1 ) initiating integration of said channel signals in response to a gamma interaction; 

(2) determining a peak photomultiplier of said photomultiplier array; and 

50 (3) sampling each integration result of channel signals associated with said far photomultipliers and storing 

each integration result into a separate location of a memory unit, are operable during periods of high count 
rate detection within said gamma camera system. 

38. A method for correcting channel signals in a gamma camera system having a scintillation detector with a photo- 
55 multiplier array, wherein said photomultiplier array generates channel signals, comprising the steps of: 

determining if said gamma camera system is detecting gamma interactions at a high or low count rate; 
sampling baseline offset values of said channel signals based on software generated trigger signals during 
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low count rates; 

sampling baseline offset values of said channel signals based on event generated trigger signals during high 
count rates; and 

correcting baseline offset voltages for each photomultiplter based on sampled baseline offset values for each 
5 photomultipiier and an ideal voltage value. 

39. A method as described in claim 38 wherein said step of sampling baseline offset values of said channel signals 
based on event generated trigger signals during high count rates comprises the steps of: 

^0 integration of said channel signals in response to a gamma Interaction, wherein each channel signal is inte- 

grated to generate an integration result; 
determining a peak photomultipiier of said photomultipiier array; 

responsive to said peak photomultipiier, outputting a set of far photomultipliers that are spatially distant from 
said peak photomultipiier; and 

IS sampling each integration result of channel signals associated with said far photomultipliers and storing each 

integration result into a separate location of a memory unit. 

40. A method as described in claim 38 wherein said step of sampling baseline offset values of said channel signals 
based on software generated trigger signals during low count rates comprises the steps of: 

20 

generating a software trigger signal to initiate integration of said channel signals wherein each channel signal 
is integrated to generate an integration result; and 

sampling each integration result and storing each integration result into a separate location of said memory unit. 

25 41. An apparatus as described in claim 38 wherein said step of correcting baseline offset voltages for each photom- 
ultipiier based on sampled baseline offset values for each photomultipiier and an ideal voltage value further com- 
prises the steps of: 

increasing said offset value for each photomultipiier if said average sample value for each photomultipiier is 
30 less than said ideal voltage value; and 

decreasing said offset value for each photomultipiier if said average sample value for each photomultipiier is 
greater than said ideal voltage value. 

42. An apparatus for correcting baseline voltages of channel signals in a gamma camera system including an array 
35 of detectors for detecting events, said array generating a plurality of said channel signals, comprising: 

a memory; and 
a processor configured to: 
acquire samples of said channel signals; 
40 store said samples in said memory; and 

correct a baseline voltage offset value associated with each detector based on said samples. 

43. An apparatus as described in claim 42, wherein said processor is further configured to correct said baseline voltage 
offset value associated with each detector based on a constant voltage value and a measure of said samples 

45 associated with each channel. 

44. An apparatus as described in claim 43 wherein said processor is configured to correct said baseline voltage offset 
value by comparing said voltage measure computed from said samples associated with each channel against said 
constant voltage value. 

50 

45. A method of correcting channel signals in a gamma camera system having an array of event detectors for detecting 
gamma events, said array generating said channel signals for the event detectors, comprising the steps of: 

sampling said channel signals for each event detector to acquire a plurality of samples for each event detector; 
55 and 

correcting a baseline voltage offset value associated with each event detector based on said samples. 

46. A method as described in daim 45 wherein said step of correcting comprises the step of adjusting said baseline 
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voltage offset value for each event detector based on a value computed from said samples associated vt/ith each 
event detector. 

47. A method as described in claim 46 wherein said step of correcting comprises the steps of: 

5 

increasing said baseline voltage offset value for each event detector if said value for each event detector is 
less than a predetermined voltage value; and 

decreasing said offset value for each event detector if said value for each event detector is greater than said 
predetermined voltage value. 

10 
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